GenZ blog

Series

The Road to 2027:
Democracy or a Patronage
System?

bylbrahim Seray Jah




As Nigeria heads toward
2027, the ballots may change
but the puppeteers remain.
The road to 2027 is not being
paved with ideas. It is being
paved with money, loyalties,
and fear. The godfathers are
already awake. The posters
aren’t out yet but the
bargaining has started. We
can see that from the trends
in decamping and “political
enemies’ becoming “one
happy political family.

The primaries haven't begun,
but the delegates already
have price tags. The season
hasn't started, but the ending
is already written. We call it

democracy, but what we have
is godfather rule and a
patronage system wearing
borrowed clothes. The same

men who swore they'd retire
are quietly bankrolling their
next line of loyalists. They've
swapped agbadas for suits in
some cases and changed
logos but the playbook is still
the same: buy early, bless
publicly, and watch the
country cheer its own wahala.
By 2027, the illusion will
return the rallies, the jingles,
the manifestos. But behind
the curtain, the deals will be
sealed long before the
cameras roll.

Party primaries  will remain
auctions. Delegates  will  stay
commodities. Political offices will
still be by inheritance, not merit.
And Nigerians will once again be
invited to play extras in a movie that
was cast years ago, in a movie
where they ought to be the main
characters. The disease of godfather
politics has mutated. It doesn't
steal votes anymore, it controls and
manipulates the whole process. It
funds the referees (allegedly), pays
the grassroots, and hushes people
with palliatives after a prolonged
period of impoverishment. We've
become spectators in our own
democracy, waiting for crumbs and
calling them change.

However, 2027 could
still be different if we
have the stomach for
it; because the cure is
not in the
constitution;
courage. Courage to
refuse the crumbs.
Courage to question
those who tell us
“that’s how it works.”




Courage to remember that
democracy is not a show we watch,
it is a system we are supposed to
shape. The road to 2027 will show
whether we have learned anything,
or if we are just ready to replay the
same tired drama, new ballots,
same puppeteers.

If we don’t change how
leaders are made, we will
keep pretending to
choose people who have
already chosen
themselves. Nigeria does
not lack freedom. It lacks
refusal. Refusal to be
bought. Refusal to stay
quiet. Refusal to keep
kneeling for crumbs.

Until then, 2027 won't be an
election. It will be another

coronation televised, celebrated,
and mourned in the same breath.
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