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Reality Check;
Where Is the 70%7?

Nigeria’s population is estimated
at about 215 million, and about
151 million of these are young
people under 30 which
represent about 70% of our
entire population. Yet, from the
2023 data on registered voters in
Nigeria, only 29% of youth are
registered as voters, roughly over
42 million of the citizens.

Across every corner of our
country, young people are raising
their voices, discussing
governance, organizing, and
reshaping conversations about
the future of our nation. They are
debating policies, pushing social
causes, and envisioning a hew
Nigeria.

by Umar Aminu Umar
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But when it comes to meaningful
participation, system-changing this
70% often becomes a silent
statistic. Why are we not translating
our 70% into political power? Why
do we keep allowing others to
make decisions that shape our lives
while we stay silent?

If we truly make up 70% of the
population, why are we not turning
that number into active leadership?
Why are we not proactively
registering for PVC, casting votes,
running for office, or shaping
policies that affect our generation?

The 2023 Reality
Check

Let's remember the 2023 general
elections, especially the presidential
poll, to understand how weak the
70% has become. According to INEC,
the results were:

!-E(&. 8794 726 votes

6,101,533 votes

0,984,520 votes

1,496,687 votes

While Other political parties
cumulatively had: 648,474 votes
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That's a total of 24,025,940
votes cast which was less
than one-fifth of the 70%
youth population. Despite
over 90 million registered
voters, only 25.3% of that
number turned out to
vote. This declined figure is
not just about 70%, it's a
deep crack in the wall of
our democracy.

This got me thinking;

Why Is Voter
Apathy
Rising
Among the
70%?

Do we still believe that our
votes don’'t count? If that's
true, why do the so-called
politicians spend billions
buying them? In the
school of common sense,
no onhe Invests in what
holds no value.




Our votes have
power, and they
count. And, they
will count again in
the 2027 general
elections if we
decide that we

want our votes to
truly count.

The question is, will the 70%
show up this time? Will we
waste our time fighting each
other or or focus on uniting
our number to make a bold
statement? Will we once again
allow others to decide the
future of our generation?

The call to action is clear:
get up, get involved, and
get your PVC for the
Nigeria we want.

Rethinking the
70%: From
Statistics to
Democratic
Ingredients

The 70% is not just a number,
it's a movement waiting to
awaken. Across the country,
some young Nigerians are
already proving that we can
lead. From social movements,
community initiatives, citizens
mobilization through
campaigns to Iinnovations In
technology and governance,
youth-led Initiatives are
redefining democracy, inclusive
leadership, good governance
and service delivery.

In my own journey, | have seen
how civic engagement,
meaningful political
participation, and volunteering
can transform ordinary young
people into extraordinary
changemakers in the world.

When we empower, teach, create awareness, or uphold integrity and
patriotism, we begin to build stronger communities—one act at a time can

yvield results. That's the essence of leadership: not positions or titles
attached to name, but responsibility, and, or commitment and impact.
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The time has come for the 70% to
shift from being passive
beneficiaries to active
nation-builders. The same energy
we spend complaining can be
redirected into shared purpose,
community organizing,
collaboration, @ advocacy, and
constructive action. We must stop
waiting for tomorrow and act now.
Now is the right time to get your
PVC for 2027 to do what is right.
This is important because, | believe
every young person desires to see
positive social-changes such as
good governance, justice, human
right dignity, credible electoral
processes, equal opportunity,
quality education, quality
healthcare, jobs and

opportunities. Our desires are
valid!

The question is; how many of us
are truly

ready to bear the
consequences that come with
demanding social reforms?

True transformation
discipline,

requires
consistency, unifying

our voices and sacrifice. It means
registering to vote, showing up for
community meetings, and holding
leaders accountable not just
during election seasons, but every
day. It means giving our time,
skills, and voices to serve the
public good, even when it's
against personal desire.
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Working with young people across
Nigeria, I've witnessed both the
brilliance and the challenges of
our generation. We are passionate,

creative, and bold, but
sometimes, easily discouraged.
Real activism isn't about

decoration, it's about dedication.
We cannot demand change while
avoiding the roles we must play to
make it happen.

We always talk about

our numbers, but
numbers alone don't
build Nations —

Patriotism Does!

In 1960, Nigeria had a population
of about 45 million, and youth
made up just 15-20% roughly 9
million people. Before 1960 the
number was smaller but across
these 2 era's, that generation
produced leaders who believed In
Nigeria and invested in building
Nigeria. Through the military rule,
there was a generation who
remained active in driving home
their demands and pushing for

better investments in building
strong institutions, security
agencies, highways, universities,
airports, hospitals, and much
more.




If we had Nigerians who
stood strong and fought
for a better nation
during the military rule,
then we have no excuse
iIn making active and
conscious demands and

participating.

Under our developing democracy, these 70% of us have ccmstltutlcmal
and civic power to elect, advocate, and hold leaders accountable. We
have the constitutional rights to organize community, campaign,
petition, raise awareness, uphold Freedom of Information Act, and
iInfluence policy with courage and conviction. The tools are in our hands;
will we use them?

As the 2027 general election approaches, the question remains: Where is
the 70%?

Change does not come from heaven, we create it. If youth truly represent
70% of Nigeria’'s population, then 70% of the solutions must come from
us. The 70% must rise not as poster holders during the campaign but as

nation-builders. Our voices must not only echo on the street but resonate
In leadership, communities, and government landscape.

Let's convert our numbers into influence, our strength into actions, and
our dreams into democratic results.

So, | ask again: Where is the 70%?
It's time we all stand up and answer with a single but powerful voice.

Umar Aminu Umar is a concerned and active Nigerian citizen, project manager,
youth leader, and civic engagement practitioner driven by a passion for positive
change. He is deeply committed to youth leadership and development,
democracy and good governance, education, and policy drafting. With over six

years of hands-on experience in the development and social impact space, Umar
has led and supported impactful community-based initiatives that promote youth
political participation, education, community engagement, advocacy, and good
governance.
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