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Nigeria’s Youth Wants Change,
But Not the Responsibility That

Comeswith it

Everywhere you turn,
young Nigerians cry for
change; on social
media, in the streets, in
conversations that
always end with “this
country is finished.” We
talk about poor
leadership, rigged
systems, and a stolen
future. But the truthis
this: while the state has
failed us, many of us
have also failed or are
failing Nigeria.




We are a generation that desires
transformation at no expense,
leadership without cost, results
without accountability. We criticise
and curse the system yet copy its
corruption. We despise politicians
but worship influencers who feed
off the same greed. We preach
accountability but dodge it
ourselves, from exam malpractice
to cutting corners for urgent 2k. We
say we want integrity in leadership
but celebrate whoever “blows”
overnight. How can a nation change
when its people crave everything
that is wrong with it? Yes, Nigeria is
broken but not by magic. It was
broken by generations who looked
away, and it will remain broken if we
keep fooling ourselves that
revolutions are hashtags. Rea
change demands organisation, not
just noise. We have masterec
short-lived anger trending cause for
two days before the next

distraction. We want to lead but not
to build.

We want power but not the process
that leads to it. During elections, we
complain that our votes don't count,
yet half of us don't register or even
show up to the polling units to cast
our votes. The other half sells theirs
for N5,000-N20,000 and then
blames INEC for the result.

We want a better country but still
cheat our way through NYSC, job
applications, and business deals. It's
not  helplessness  destroying
Nigeria; it's hypocrisy. The system
we all complain about survives
because too many citizens behave
exactly like the politicians they
condemn. We can not expect saints
to rise from a polluted society. The
same youth shouting for change
must also be those who can lead
without stealing, organise without
ego, and sacrifice without applause.

This generationis
powerful; the protest tech
revolution, the civic
movements prove it.
However, our tragedy is not
iIncapability; itis
Inconsistency. We burn
bright, then burn out. We
fight hard but plan soft.
The same fire that filled the
streets during #EndSARS
could have filled party
primaries, town halls, and
policymaking rooms. But
when the smoke cleared,
silence returned, and the
same faces smiled back
into power.




We will just keep recycling outrage.
Nigeria doesn't need more youth in

We cannot
office; it needs youth with backbone.
tweet a new The truth is cruel and simple: the
- ey mirror is our first revolution. The
ngerla |nt0 state has failed us but if we keep
- living like the same decay we
eXIStence' condemn, we will fail it even worse.
Hashtags Change wont come from the

. government; it will come from the
won’t rebu“d day we finally stop behaving like
everything wrong with this country.
what only )
sweat can. ke

Until young Nigerians treat
politics as a duty, not an
inconvenience, untill we
show up, vote, organise,
and demand the same
integrity from ourselves
that we demand from
others, nothing changes.
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Ibrahim Seray Jah is a young leader and a strong advocate for
democracy and good governance. Who is interning at Yiaga Africa.
He is passionate about rebuilding public trust in leadership and
ensuring that citizens, especially young people, have a meaningful
voice in the decisions that shape their lives. Ibrahim aspires to serve
in public office, where he hopes to lead reforms rooted in
transparency, inclusion, and social justice. Commentend




