ENACTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of Nigeria-

EARLY VOTING BILL 2024

A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND THE ELECTORAL ACT NO.13
2022 TO PROVIDE FOR EARLY VOTING AT ELECTIONS,
INCLUDING CRITERIA FOR ELIGIBILITY, PROCEDURE AT
THE ELECTIONS, AND FOR RELATED MATTERS

Sponsor: SEN. ABDULAZIZ MUSA YAR’ADUA

[ ] Commencement

1. The Electoral Act No. 13 2022 (hereinafter called “the Principal Act”)

is amended as set out in this Bill.

2. Amendment of Section 10 of the Principal Act by adding new

subsection (7) to read as follows:

(7) a copy of the list of registered early voters shall be given to all

political parties ahead of the early voting date.

3. Section 44 of the Principal Act is amended by inserting immediately
after the existing paragraph “c” a new section 44A as follows:

“44A - (1) There shall be a date set aside for an early voting not later
than 7 days before the date appointed by the Commission
for an election.

(2) A person shall not vote as an early voter unless the person’s
is a registered voter whose name appears on the early voters
list compiled by the Commission.

(3) On the appointed early voting date, eligible voters shall cast
their votes ahead of the election under a procedure to be
determined by the Commission.

(4) Subject to the provisions of this section, the following
persons are eligible for a pre-poll:

(a) security personnel;
(b) officials of the Commission;
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(c) accredited domestic observers;
(d) accredited journalists; and
(e) ad-hoc staff of the Commission
(f) and those deemed eligible by the commission

(5) Subject to the provisions of this section, a duly registered
voter is entitled to participate in the early voting ahead of
of the official date of election under this Act, if:

(a) the voter has, in accordance with the provisions of this
section, applied to the Commission for early voting; and

(b) the voter’s name is on the register of voters issued by the
Commission under this Act; and

(c) the voter is accredited by the Commission and will be
deployed for election day duties; and

(d) the voter’s name is on the early voters list compiled by the
Commission.

(6) A person who is eligible to be registered as an early voter shall
make an application set out in the form prescribed by the
Commission.

(7) An application under sub-section (6) shall be made to the Electoral
Officer of the applicant’s Local Government, not later than 30
days before the day scheduled for early voting and accompanied
by a declaration in writing by the applicant and such other
documentation as may be required by the Commission, stating,
or proving that the applicant is -

(a) registered at a polling unit in the local government where
the application is made; and

(b) duly engaged on election duties on the date appointed for
general voting at the election in question.

(8) An Electoral Officer shall, on receipt of an application under subsection (2) of
this section, transmit the application to the Resident Electoral Commissioner
who shall, upon being satisfied with the application and in line with the internal
procedure of the Commission -

(a) enter the registration details of the applicant on the early voters list.

(9) A person shall not vote as an early voter unless that person’s name appears on the
early voters list.



(10) A person whose name is entered on the early voter’s list under this section shall
vote at a voting centre specified by the Commission on the date specified for early
voting in line with this Act.

(11) A person whose name is on the early voter’s list shall not vote on the official day
scheduled for the respective election.

(12) The Commission shall compile, maintain and keep the early voter’s list for each
election in both an electronic format in its central database and in hard-copy printed
format.

(13) The Commission shall establish voting centres at every ward (registration area)
to be used as early voting centre.

(14) The Commission shall, not later than 7 days before the date fixed for early voting,
under this section, publish a notice specifying the-

(a) date fixed for the early voting.
(b) persons entitled to vote; and
(c) location of the voting centre.

(15) A person qualified for early voting shall vote at a voting centre designated by
the Commission under this section.

(16) The accreditation, voting, sorting of ballots, and other voting procedures at
early voting shall be according to the procedure of elections under this Act,

PROVIDED that votes from early voting shall be counted and collated on the
official election day along with the votes for respective polling units on the
election day.

(17) Early voting under this section is applicable to all elections under this Act.”

4. Section 56 of the Principal Act is amended by inserting at the end of the Amendment of
sentence “with the exemption of voters voting during early voting under Sec?)",n 26 Olf;h‘z
this Act and to read as follows: rineipat ac

No person shall be permitted to vote at any polling unit other than the one to which he or she

is allotted with the exemption of voters voting during the early voting under this Act.

5. This Bill shall be cited as the Electoral Act (Amendment) Bill 2024: Citation

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to amend the Electoral Act No.13 2022,
to provide for early voting at elections, including criteria



for eligibility, procedure at the elections, and for related
matters.



