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INTRODUCTION
Nigeria has conducted five general elections since the return to civil rule: 1999,
2003, 2007, 2011 and 2015. The five elections were noted for the low levels of
youth participation as candidates. This is regardless of the determining role of
young people as voters and election administrators. This situation was in part due
to the 1999 Constitution which placed minimum age limits for those wishing to
contest the following elective positions and seats: President 40 years, Senate 35
years, House of Representatives 30 years, Governors 35 years and State Houses of
Assembly 30 years. The constitutional age requirements shut the door on Nigerian
youth who constitute a majority of the population and registered voters.
The 2019 general elections remain one of the most contested elections since the
transition to democracy in 1999 with 91 registered political parties, 73 Presidential
candidates, 1,904 candidates for the Senate, 4,680 for the House of Representatives,
1,066 for the Governorship, and 14, 583 for the State Assemblies. The elections, beyond
the high number of candidate highlight a more competitive political environment
with the increase in the political debates, and more importantly the number of young
people registered as voters and contesting the elections.
The signing into law of the Not Too Young To Run legislation addressed a major
impediment to youth participation in politics. It was a positive action towards
closing the representation gap and represented a shift towards inclusiveness. As a
result of the reduction of age limits, Nigeria has witnessed a new wave of competent
and credible young women and men aspiring to run for office in the 2019 Elections.
For the first time in Nigeria’s post independence history, young people between
the ages of 25-30 were legally empowered to contest for seats in the House of
Representatives and State Houses of Assembly.
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Pre-Election
Youth Representation

The list of all candidates in 2019 indicated that the passage of the Not Too Young
To Run law opened up the political space for increased youth participation in
the Presidential, House of Representatives and State Houses of Assembly elections, because i
reduced the age for the President from 40 to 35 years, House of Representatives
from 30 to 25 years and State Houses of Assembly from 30 to 25 years. In total,
ten candidates or 14% of the Presidential candidates were aged between 35–40
years, while 1,515 youth candidates, representing 23% of all the candidates, contested
for seats in the National Assembly.
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Beneficiaries of the
Not Too Young To Run
Law in the House of
Representatives Elections
266 candidates benefitted directly from the ‘Not Too Young To Run’ law. This represented
one-fifth (20.7%) of the total number of youth candidates who contested for
seats in the House of Representatives elections in 2019.
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Youth Turnout in
the 2019 Elections
The numerical superiority of the youth population in Nigeria
is underscored by the INEC Registered Voters’ List, which puts
the percentage of registered youth voters at 51.11 percent of
a total voter population of 84,004,084 million. 46.3% of
registered young voters turned out to vote in the 2019 Presidential
and National Assembly elections which (sentence here is incomplete)
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How Youth Fared in the
National Assembly Elections

I

In total, 1,515 youth candidates, representing 23% of all the candidates, contested for seats
in the National Assembly. 1,314 of the youth candidates, representing 87%,
were male, while 201, representing 13%, were female. Out of the 4,680 candidates
who contested for seats in the House of Representatives, there were 1,262 youth candidates,
representing 27.4% of total number of aspirants. This
figure compares favourably with that for the 2015 elections in which a total of 1,774 contested for
the 360 seats in the House of Representatives, out of which 326, or 18%, were youth candidates.
In other words, there are more youth candidates for the same elections in 2019, representing a net
increase of 935 aspirants.

13%
Females
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87%
males

Analyses of the geopolitical spread of youth candidacy in the House of Representatives in 2019 further
revealed that the majority of the youth candidates were from the North-West zone, which accounted for 30.7%
of all the candidates. The South-West had 21.2%, North-Central 13.9%, South-South 12.6%, South East
11.9% and with just 9.7%, the North-East had the least number of youth candidates in the elections. A
majority of the youth candidates for the House of Representatives, 80.7%, were within the age bracket of
30-35 years.
Figures from the House of Representatives elections show an increase in the level of youth representation
from the 8th Assembly. The data received from the Independent National Electoral Commission show
that 12 members elect of the 9th Assembly are under the age of 35 at the time of the election. This is a
significant increase from 2015 where there were only 3 members under the age of 35 at the time of their
election. While this represents only 3.3% of the members of the House of Representatives its an increase
from 0.6% in the 8th Assembly.
The All Progressives Grand Alliance (APGA) has one youth representative, All Progressives Congress has 10
youth representatives while the Social Democratic Party (SDP) has one youth representative.
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How Youth Fared in the
State Houses of Assembly
Elections

T

here were 5,914, representing 41.8% of youth candidates, who vied for
991 State Houses of Assembly seats in the 36 state across the 91 political
parties. The distribution of the youth candidates indicated that most of the
youth candidates, 23.5%, are from the North-West. This is followed by the North-Central 17.7%, Sou
West 16.7%, South-East 15.7%, and South-South 13.9%. North-East has the smallest representation
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A

cross the 991 seats in 36 State
Houses of Assembly, 62 memberselect are between the ages of 31
and 35 who will sit and legislate at the
state level. This represents only 6.05%
of the members of the State Houses of
Assembly.

There are 22 direct beneficiaries of the Not Too Young To Run Act in the State Houses of
Assembly between the ages of 25 – 30. This is a direct consequence of the age reduction
legislation that was passed by the National Assembly and assented to by the President on
31 May 2018.
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Conclusion

Y

outh inclusion in democratic processes has gained global attention,
buoyed largely by the emergence of younger leaders. Youth representation
and inclusion in democratic processes and institutions constituted a
major campaign issue in Nigeria’s 2019 general elections. The success of the
mainstreaming of the youth agenda in the 2019 general elections was due to
vigorous advocacy by the Not Too Young To Run Movement.

The increase in the number of youth running for the office of the President, National
Assembly members, gubernatorial positions and State Houses of Assembly seats in the 2019 Electio
is a reflection of the direct impact of the Not Too Young To Run Movement and the
advocacy for increased youth representation.

HOW YOUTH FARED IN THE 2019 ELECTIONS

11

YIAGA

AFRICA

...Democracy, Governance & Development

WWW.YIAGA. ORG

YIAGA AFRICA INITIATIVE
Democracy, Governance & Development
Addresss:
3, Frantz Fanon Crescent, 17th Road,
4th Avenue, Gwarinpa, FCT, Abuja Nigeria.
Email:
info@yiaga.org

