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Executive Summary
Ekiti and Osun governorship elections are unique as they were the last of the seven off-cycle
elections before the 2023 general election. Due to the strategic importance of both elections
to the 2023 general election, it is not surprising that both elections elicited high interest and
attention of stakeholders that outpaces the level of interest among stakeholders in other offcycle elections. The elections were the first and second statewide elections regulated with the
new Electoral Act 2022 and INEC Regulations and Guidelines as they provided an opportunity
for assessing stakeholders adherence to the implementation of the provisions of the new Act.
Both Ekiti and Osun elections also served as a litmus test for INECs preparedness for the 2023
general election as well as a barometer to assess the efficacy of the policies, processes, and
innovations introduced by INEC to improve the quality and integrity of the election.
The pre-election climate in both states was signposted with political tension, controversies, fake
news and disinformation, and pre-election violence. Political thuggery and voter inducement
were rife despite efforts by civil society groups to document and escalate these incidents to INEC,
and security agencies. In addition, key contenders and political actors advanced narratives
that forewarn of the breakdown of law and order if not adequately managed. These include
alleged threats to deploy state and non-state instruments of force and armed violence.
Despite the prediction of electoral violence, both elections were largely peaceful, and voters
were allowed to exercise their voting right. The confidence building from most electoral
stakeholders didn’t result in a high turnout of voters, as low voter turnout was recorded in
both states. On a positive note, the elections witnessed a marked improvement in election
administration, especially election results management, functionality of technological devices,
and stakeholder engagement. However, the candidate selection process of political parties
requires comprehensive reform. Internal democracy, transparent procedures on delegation
selection, and compliance with rules on party primaries are in short supply in most political
parties. Consequential actions should be taken against political parties that breach party
primaries guidelines and provisions of the Electoral Act 2022.
Based on Yiaga Africa’s findings, both elections signify progress in Nigeria’s elections journey
based on the significant improvement in the management of election logistics, openness of
the voting process, transparency and accuracy of the election results, and compliance with
the Electoral Act 2022 and INEC Guidelines and Regulations for elections. Be that as it may,
there were cases of ballot box snatching, violence, and disruption of voting and result collation
by thugs and hoodlums linked to political parties. While these cases were isolated across both
states, they are indicators of electoral impunity and political actors’ unwillingness to respect
the people’s will. In addition, these cases provide a compelling justification for improved
safeguards for credible elections and accountability for perpetrators of electoral fraud and
violence.
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The Ekiti and Osun elections exemplify how far-reaching governance and institutional reforms
can rekindle hope in electoral democracy. For instance, the efficiency and functionality of the
Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) and INEC Election Results Viewing Portal boosted
public confidence in the electoral outcome. Similarly, Although these technological innovations
didn’t address the menace of vote buying in both elections, it conferred legality on the process
on accreditation, voting and results collation. Other key lessons gleaned from both elections
include;
1.

Complexities with new procedures introduced in the Electoral Act 2022 and INEC
guidelines: In the current electoral legal framework, the conclusiveness of elections will
be determined by the total number of Permanent Voter Cards (PVC) collected in each
polling unit. The late production and extended period of collection of PVCs to 24hrs before
election day places a huge burden on INEC to assemble accurate data on the number of
PVCs collected and publish the data for relevant stakeholders to monitor the election. For
instance, in Ekiti, INEC failed to make public the final data of collected PVCs per polling unit,
while in Osun, the final data was released on election day.

.
2. Balancing the distribution of voters to polling units is central to the credibility of future
elections: Ekiti and Osun elections reaffirmed the imbalance in the distribution of voters to
polling units. INEC’s creation of additional polling units resulted in Zero polling units, oversized
and underpopulated polling units. Voters were allocated new polling units without notice.
This led to disenfranchisement when voters appeared in their previously assigned polling
units and were prevented from voting because their names were missing from the voter
register on the BVAS.

3. Increasing challenges with assessing the legitimacy of electoral outcomes: With the
exponential growth in vote trading during elections and procurement of delegates during
party primaries, assessing the legitimacy of electoral outcomes has become challenging.
Evidence shows increased reluctance on the part of stakeholders to adjudge the outcome
of elections as the true reflections of the popular will of the people due to the upsurge in
voting trading and party delegates procurement.
4. While electronic transmission of election results via the INEC IReV improve public
perception of the credibility of the election, it could potentially undermine public confidence
if the portal fails to function optimally or where members of the public face difficulties in
creating access login on the result viewing portal on election day.
5. Weak accountability mechanisms for electoral offenses undermine public trust in the
commitment of public institutions to credible and peaceful elections: Considering the
magnitude of vote trading and electoral malfeasance during the Ekiti and Osun elections,
it is concerning that agencies with prosecutorial powers are yet to hold perpetrators to
account despite making few arrests.

6. The imperative of expanding the radius of electoral offences: The scope of the offence of
vote buying and selling should be extended beyond the limited radius of the polling units
to any act of bribery that aims to influence voters’ decisions on election day. Perpetrators
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and security agencies rely on the limited scope of the locus in quo of vote buying to escape
liability and responsibility.
7. While there are marked improvements in election management, procedural lapses
with potential to undermine election integrity still exist. According to the INEC guidelines
(Section 20(iii)), polling officials were required to tick the appropriate box against a voter’s
name labelled FA (denoting Failed Accreditation) at the left margin of the voter’s detail on
the register. In Osun, it was observed that the voter register deployed to the polling units
had no box labelled FA.
Recommendations:
National Assembly
1. The National Assembly should expedite actions to pass the National Electoral Offences
Commission bill. This will enable effective arrest and prosecution of violators of the electoral
laws before, during and after the elections.
Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC)
2. INEC needs to revisit voter allocation to polling units especially for the newly created polling
units to ensure equitable distribution of voters, which will reduce congestion and ease
election day administration for the commission.
3. Where the commission assigns polling units to voters, it should update the voter records on
its website and communicate the changes to prevent voter disenfranchisement, especially
to voters who have been assigned to new polling units.
4. The commission should prioritise an audit of the voter register to eliminate duplications
and remove ineligible voters from the register.
5. The Inter-Agency Consultative Committee on Election Security (ICCES) should be expanded
to include anti-graft agencies like the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC)
and the Independent Corrupt Practices and other related Offences Commission (ICPC).
6. INEC should continue to uphold the secrecy of the ballot by ensuring voting cubicles and
ballot boxes are properly positioned in polling units, in a manner that protects citizens votes
and guarantees the secrecy of the ballot.
7. Voter turnout rate should officially be determined by the total number of votes cast in
relation to Permanent Voters Card Collected rather than by the total number of registered
voters.
Security and Anti-Graft Agencies
8. Yiaga Africa calls on the security agencies to be politically neutral, professional and fair in
the discharge of their duties.
9. As the lead agency on election security; Nigerian Police should collaborate with anti-graft

agencies and other security outfits to develop strategic ways to prevent vote buying in the
electoral process.
10. There is a need for security agencies to build an early warning system and commence
mapping of potential trouble spots, especially riverine areas and develop a proactive
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security strategy ahead of the next round of elections.
11. The security agencies should impose appropriate sanctions for any form of violation of
Electoral Codes, especially any threat to the right to vote or attempts to buy votes in our
elections.
12. Yiaga Africa commends the EFCC for the arrest of mercenaries deployed by political
parties to buy votes in the Ekiti and Osun elections. We call on the EFCC to ensure diligent
prosecution of individuals caught in the act of vote buying/voter inducement.
Political Parties
13. In view of the toxic campaigns observed in Ekiti and Osun, political parties and their
supporters must invest in issue-based campaigns and desist from divisive and calumnious
campaigns.
14. Political parties, candidates, and their supporters must refrain from vote-buying and the
related practice of compromising the ballot’s secrecy and undermining the value of the
vote so that the voters are free to vote their preferences.
Media
15. Yiaga Africa calls on the media to remain professional throughout electoral processes and
to report issues accurately, fairly and objectively. They should avoid partisanship and bias
in their coverage.
Civil Society Organizations
16. Yiaga Africa calls on CSOs to increase and coordinate their voter education efforts
that inspire and encourage citizens’ participation, with special regard to targeting the
marginalized groups, (women, youth and persons with disability)
Citizens
17. Citizens should get involved in getting out the vote campaigns in order to increase
participation and voter turnout in future elections.
18. Yiaga Africa urges voters to study and analyse political promises while resisting efforts to
purchase their votes while ensuring they vote according to their preferences on Election
Day.
Development Partners and International Community
19. They should continue to support credible initiatives that promote civic participation and
accountable governance.
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Yiaga Africa’s Watching the Vote deployed a comprehensive election observation methodology
to observe the 2022 June 18 and July 16 governorship elections in Ekiti and Osun States by
deploying long-term and election day citizen observers to help deepen electoral integrity by
providing oversight on the electoral process. The long term observers observe the pre-election
environment and send in reports bi-weekly. On election day, Yiaga Africa deployed stationary
observers to a sample of polling units and to the Local Government Areas (LGA) Results Collation
Centres and mobile observers in each LGA in both states.
For the Governorship elections, Yiaga Africa trained and deployed twenty- four 24 Long Term
Observers (LTO) to the sixteen (16) LGAs in Ekiti State and thirty-one (31) long-term observers
to the thirty (30) LGAs in Osun state to observe the pre-election environment. The pre-election
observation focuses on observing the activities of key state actors like the Independent National
Electoral Commission (INEC), the National Orientation Agency (NOA) and non-state actors like
Political parties and civil society organisations. The observation of the activities of INEC is guided
by the election timetable and respective sections of the Electoral Acts and election guidelines.
Major activities tracked in the pre-election observation includes general voter education and
audience-specific voter education targeted at women, youth and persons with disability
and campaign-related activities of political parties. A critical component of the observation
is the violence monitoring component to track early warning signs to prevent and mitigate
the incidence of violence. The violence monitoring also includes gender-based violence in
the electoral process. Yiaga Africa’s pre-election findings are shared with key stakeholders to
facilitate effective election planning and provide a response to looming threats to peaceful
and inclusive elections.
The Parallel Votes Tabulation (PVT) methodology is deployed by Yiaga Africa for election day
observation. The PVT is an election day observation methodology that employs statistical
principles and technology to assess the quality of voting and counting of ballots and makes
projections of election results based on estimates to either verify election results or expose
fraud. Using the PVT, trained non-partisan citizen observers were deployed to sampled polling
units to observe the opening and commencement of polls, accreditation and voting process,
and counting and posting of the results. For both Ekiti and Osun states, a total of five hundred
(500) polling unit observers were deployed to two- hundred and fifty (250) sampled polling
units spread across the sixteen (16) LGAs in Ekiti and thirty (30) LGAs in Osun.
The polling units’ observers remained at the polling units from the opening of the polling unit
to the conclusion of the counting of votes and results posted in their assigned polling units.
The election day observation also included the deployment of mobile observers consisting
of twenty-five (25) mobile observers in Ekiti and thirty-one (31) in Osun. The observers were
supported by the WTV Working Group (WG) members who were deployed to provide supervision.
In addition, WTV results collation observers were deployed to the collation centres to observe
the results collation process and also send in the results as announced in the collation centres.
Yiaga Africa Watching The Vote observation of the Ekiti and Osun elections was driven by five
strategic objectives:
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1.

Provide credible, accurate and timely information on the electoral process before, during
and after the elections.
2. Promote electoral transparency and integrity through objective data-driven analysis in line
with global standards of citizens’ observation of elections.
3. Deter and Detect fraud
4. Build Citizens’ Confidence in the process.
5. Countering misinformation with accurate and timely information on the electoral process.
The above objectives informed Yiaga Africa’s observation deployment and engagement with
election stakeholders through advocacy visits, community outreaches and voter education via
radio town halls and traditional and digital media tools for citizen engagement and mobilisation.
1.1 Political and Security Context
The 2022 Ekiti and Osun Governorship elections substantially provided a prelude to the crucial
2023 General elections being the first elections to be
conducted under the new Electoral Act, 2022 and
providing an opportunity to test the applicability
of electoral technology mandated under the new
law. The political significance of both elections goes
beyond the operationalisation of the new Electoral
Act to other political dynamics and socio-economic
factors that impact the conduct of the election. While
the Osun election was keenly contested between
Deputy Inspector General of police Babatunde Johnson Kokumo
the All Progressive Congress (APC) and the Peoples (mni) addresses CSOs ahead of Ekiti Governorship elections.
Democratic Party (PDP), the Ekiti election saw a three-horse race with the Social Democratic
Party rising as one of the top competitors with the APC and PDP. Traditionally, the governorship
of Ekiti state since the return to democracy has been rotated between the two major political
parties with none being able to succeed itself until the just concluded June 18 governorship
election. The elections in both states were keenly contested especially as the different political
gladiators sought to showcase their strength by clinching the seat of the Governor in the state.
To win the elections was politically significant in expanding the party’s spread in the southwest
geo-political zone and showcasing political power and influence with the belief of improving
their chances in the 2023 general elections.

This no doubt culminated in the desperation of contending Political Parties from the party
primaries phase through the period leading to the elections.
The party primaries in both states experienced some intra-party grievances leading to the

movement of aggrieved party members and to new political alignment and re-alignments.
For Ekiti state, the primaries were conducted between January 4 to 29, 2022 where the All
Progressives Congress(APC) nominated Mr. Abiodun Oyebanji in a direct primary on January
27 while the People’s Democratic Party(PDP) nominated Mr. Bisi Kolawole in an indirect primary
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on January 26. The PDP party’s primary outcome however led to the disenchantment of some
party members questioning the process. This further informed the move of Segun Oni to the
Social Democratic party and his subsequent emergence as the SDP candidate. Segun Oni’s
candidacy under the SDP influenced the rise of the SDP as a major contender in the election.

Ekiti Governorship Candidates sign Peace Accord

The contest in Osun was quite peculiar as both the candidates of the All Progressive Congress
(APC); Oyetola Adegboyega Isiaka and the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP); Adeleke Adedamola
Nurudeen, were to once again battle for the office of the Governor after a fierce contest in 2018.
The 2018 governorship election was determined by a rerun election where the difference in
votes between the winning APC and the then runner-up PDP at the time was only 482 votes.
The rerun which was marred by malpractices
raised major issues about the outcome of
the election. The primaries also brought to
bear internal party conflicts in both the APC
and the PDP. The APC primary for instance
led to the movement of Hon. Lasun Yusuf to
the Labour party (LP) where he subsequently
emerged as the LP candidate.
Beyond the politics from the party primaries,
the election in both states were to be
conducted under a new party leadership of
Osun Resident Electoral commissioner, Prof Ganiyu Raji addresses
both All Progressives Congress (APC) and the
stakeholders.
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) after the successful conduct of their national party conventions.
Also, the election activities in both states were being implemented alongside activities of the
general election, like the candidate nomination process which influenced the political dynamics
in the state. However, a common feature in both states was the seeming lack of level playing
ground and poor inclusiveness as exhibited by political parties in the candidate’s selection
process. There was the near absence of women candidates in the governorship race which
seems to be the current political reflection going into the 2023 general elections. Out of the
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fifteen (15) Candidates that contested the Osun election Governorship, there were only six (6)
female deputy-governorship candidates without any female Governorship candidate. For the
Ekiti Governorship election, only two female candidates were left to contend with fourteen (14)
male counterparts that contested the election. This is contrasting with the number of registered
voters which seems to be evenly distributed between both genders, albeit the Ekiti register has
more females than males.
The election security context in the state was relatively peaceful with pockets of insecurity
issues around the borders of the states. For instance, the ‘Owo killing’ in Ondo state before the
Osun election was a major security breach considering that Osun state is bonded in the South
by Ondo state. While the elections in both
states witnessed some incidents of electoral
violence with activities of cult groups and
political thugs, considering that both elections
were conducted amidst the rising security
challenge in the country ranging from
terrorism, banditry, kidnappers and activities
of unknown gunmen, there was a need for
a comprehensive security engagement in
the state. The atmosphere going into the
elections was tensely unpredictable in what
Inspector General of Police , Alkali Baba speaking during INEC Stakeholders
seemed like unwanted elements waiting for
meeting in Osun
the slightest opportunity to be triggered. While the activities of political thugs have always
been rife during elections, the Ekiti and Osun elections witnessed varying degrees of clashes
by political parties and rival bodies of the Road Transport Employees Association of Nigeria
(RTEAN) and the National Union of Road Transport Workers (NURTW) in the states. For instance,
reports of physical violence during political party rallies and campaigns were received from
Oye and Ado-Ekiti LGAs in Ekiti. These incidents occurred on June 11, 2022. This claimed one
life and resulted in heightened tension and reprisal attacks between different factions of the
Road Transport Employers Association of Nigeria (RTEAN). There was also a report of physical
violence during a political party rally in the month of March in Efon LGA involving supporters
of the All Progressives Congress (APC) and Social Democratic Party (SDP.) Thugs unleashed
violence and inflicted injuries on people using machetes and stones. In addition, a gun duel
between thugs linked to the APC and SDP was reported in Old Garage in Ado Ekiti, owing to a
clash between the APC and SDP supporters on June 12, 2022. There were concerns about the
increasing clashes among political parties and their supporters resulting in heightened tension
in the state amidst the concerns were the disturbing reports of some known polling units in
Ado-Ijigbo ward in Ado Ekiti that are prone to violence. In past elections, voters have been
denied access and chased with machetes.
For the Osun election, the political and security atmosphere was tensely unpredictable with
security agencies describing every Local Government Area as a potential flashpoint before
the election. Yiaga Africa’s pre-election reports revealed the activities of political mercenaries,
cultists and political thugs in some local government areas (LGAs) both before and after the
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election. For instance, there were reports of political thugs and cults groups disrupting PVC
Collection in some LGAs, with some cult leaders boasting that they will disrupt the election in
the state if they are not “sorted”. Twenty-four hours to the election, there was a fierce gun battle
between the police, the Chairman of the National Union of Road Transport Workers (NURTW),
Oroki Branch, Osogbo, Mr Kazeem Oyewale, popularly known as ‘Asiri Eniba’ was subsequently
arrested on the eve of the governorship election. Also, in the post-election period another
cultist, Tajudeen Rabiu nicknamed “spanner” was reportedly shot dead which also resulted in
reprisals. The activities of these thugs and cultists during the Osun pre-election environment
posed a potential threat to the level of citizen’s participation and the peaceful conduct of the
election in some areas within the state.
While the deployment of over 50,000 security personnel for both Ekiti and Osun elections may
have played a critical role in the relatively peaceful nature of the elections, the role of traditional
leaders and the signing of the peace accord by political parties and candidates in both states
also proved very vital. As the leading agency on election security, Nigerian Police assured that
the Force had mapped and identified potential hotspots and adequately deployed personnel
to provide security, and protect the electorate, INEC personnel and materials before, during
and after the election.
Pre-election engagements like the INEC stakeholder meeting, signing of the peace accord and
other pre-election fora also provided platforms for traditional rulers like Ooni of Ife, His Imperial
Majesty, Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi, Ataoja of Osogbo, HRM Oba Jimoh Olanipekun, Chairman,
Ekiti State Council of Traditional Rulers, Oba Ayodele Adejuwon, Ewi of Ado Ekiti, HRM Dr Rufus
Adeyemo to prevail on political parties and their candidates to play by the rules and ensure
peace reign.
1.2 The Legal Context
The Ekiti Governorship election was conducted on June 18 2022 to elect a new Governor as the
tenure of the incumbent is set to expire on October 16, 2022. Similarly, the Osun election was
conducted on July 16th, 2022; against the backdrop that, the tenure of the incumbent Governor
of the State, is billed to expire on 26th November 2022. This is in line with the provision of Section
178 of the Constitution which provides that elections to the office of the Governor of a State will
be held on a date not earlier than 150 days and not later than 30 days before the expiration of
the term of office of the last holder of that office.
After consistent and intense advocacy by civil society organisations, media and citizens,
President Muhammadu Buhari eventually assented to the Electoral Act 2022 on February
25th, 2022. This meant subsequent elections will be conducted under a new Electoral Act
commencing with the Ekiti and Osun Governorship elections in June and July respectively.
There were major provisions of the new Electoral Act with a direct impact on both elections
some of which included the legalisation of electoral technology, electronic transmission of
election results and the obligation to ensure the availability of assistive materials for persons
with disability.
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Although the commission had deployed the Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) in
both the Anambra Governorship election in 2021 and the Federal Capital Territory Area Council
election in February 2022, the Ekiti and Osun elections were an opportunity to legally usher
technology into Nigeria’s electoral system. Similarly, the commission had deployed the INEC
Election Result Viewing (IReV) Portal from Edo and Ondo Governorship election in 2020 but the
process now backed by law comes with more expectation and responsibility especially as the
nation prepares for the 2023 general election.
With Ekiti and Osun elections being a test case for technology adoption to shore up electoral
integrity and transparency, there was a significant improvement in the deployment of the
Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) in the elections when compared to the deployment
and usage in the November 2021 Anambra Election and February 2022 FCT Area council
elections.
1.3 Citizens’ Participation in the Elections
Election stakeholders anticipated increased turnout of voters for the Ekiti and Osun Governorship
elections due to the intensive level of voter education via both conventional and unconventional
means coupled with the enthusiasm of the citizens going into the elections. However, despite
the preparatory activities and effort to boost citizens’ confidence in the process, the elections
did not witness an increase in voter turnout compared to the previous elections.
Both the Ekiti and Osun Governorship election was also not the best spectacle for citizens’

Yiaga Africa WatchingTheVote team educate residents of osun ahead of the election

participation as voter turnout continued to drop. While the Ekiti Governorship election was
determined by 363,438 votes out of 989,224 registered voters (36.7%), the Osun poll was
determined by 827,218 voters out of 1,952,387 registered voters in the state (42.37%), with both
states having 76% Permanent Voters Card collection rate. With voter turnout declining from
50% to 45% between the 2014 and 2018 governorship elections, coupled with low participation
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in the Continuous Voters Registration in Ekiti State, the steady decline in voter turnout remains
a major cause for concern. The case is similar to that of Osun state where turnout declined
from 45% in 2018 to 42% in 2022. It is however imperative to add that both states have a higher
turnout compared to the 2019 general elections and all the off-circle Governorship elections
that followed in Kogi, Bayelsa, Edo, Ondo and Anambra states.
There are still immense concerns about the steady decline in voter turnout despite the marked
improvement in election administration, especially in the 2022 Ekiti and Osun Governorship
elections. The 36.7% and 42% turnout witnessed in Ekiti and Osun is slightly below the 40% and
45% the states garnered during the 2018 Governorship elections in both states respectively.
The figure is slightly higher in Osun with 54% turnout based on 76% of Permanent Voters Cards
collected in the state.
However, it can be argued that the introduction and legalisation of electoral technology like
the Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) has not just standardised the process of
accreditation of voting but has also eliminated the possibility of voting by proxy. Similarly, the
deployment of the INEC Result Viewing Portal (IREV) and electronic transmission of election
results also alleviated the era of ballot box stuffing and manipulation of election results. Thus,
turnout figures for elections in recent times may be judged to be exact figures of genuine voters
which are verifiable rather than in previous elections with rampant reports of manipulated
figures, manual accreditation and sometimes announcement of results by duress.

Another major concern around voter turnout figures in Nigeria has to do with the credibility of the
voter register itself. In 2010, the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) conducted
fresh registration of all eligible voters in Nigeria which birthed the current 96million registered
voters in the register. This is after periodic Continuous Voters Registration (CVR) exercises in
2014, 2018 and the just concluded registration exercises in July 2022.
Similarly, while the commission conducts continuous voter registration exercises and steadily
added new eligible voters to the register since 2011, there is basically a non-existent strategy to
remove ineligible voters from the register. For instance, while there are about 4 million people
that reportedly turn 18 years every year in Nigeria, there seem to be no figures of Nigerians
of voting age or registered voters that may have lost their lives in the last 10 years. Thus, the
absence of a credible and updated death register means the commission is unable to deregister deceased persons from the voter register right from its fresh inception in 2010.
The Commission attempted to also provide turnout figures based on Permanent Voters Card
collected in Osun as an initial alternative to further improve accuracy in its turnout statistics. It
however remains imperative to develop a strategy on how to standardise the voter register as
this impacts on electoral administration and financing. Due to the need to plan with the total
number of voters on the register (Whether accurate or not), the last three national elections of
2011, 2015 and 2019 cost the nation a whopping N444.5 billion while witnessing an average of
35percent turnout. For instance, Nigeria spent N139 Billion (N1,893 or $9 cost per voter) for the
2011 elections; N116.3 Billion (N1,691 or $8.5 cost per voter) for the 2015 elections; and N189.2 Billion
(N2,249 $6.24 cost per voter) for the 2019 elections. Turnout for the 2023 general elections will
be critical to determining the legitimacy of the mandate to various political offices just as it will
go a long way to justify the budget for the elections.
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Chapter 2:

Pre-Election
Observation
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2.0 Introduction
As part of the comprehensive observation of the June 18 and July 16 governorship elections in
Ekiti and Osun, Yiaga Africa WTV recruited, trained, and deployed 25 long-term observers (LTOs)
across the 16 local government areas of Ekiti state and 32 long-term observers (LTOs) across
the 30 local government areas of Osun state to systematically collect information on the preelection environment and monitor electoral activities of INEC, Voter Education and information
activities, Political Parties, National Orientation Agency (NOA), Civil Society Organization
(CSOs), activities of marginalised groups as well as indicators of electoral violence. The LTOs
were deployed from March 24 until the eve of the election on June 16, 2022, in Ekiti State while
LTOs in Osun were deployed from April 2022 until July 14, 2022, and monitor the activities of
major stakeholders in the states. Using a standardised pre-election observation checklist and
a critical incident form. The LTOs in Ekiti and Osun reported their findings of the pre-election
environment every fortnight for a period of 3 months each to the WTV Apollo database,
this enabled Yiaga Africa to produce five pre-election observation reports that were widely
circulated among stakeholders.
Highlights of WTV findings indicated an early commencement of election preparatory activities
by INEC in line with the timeline and schedule of activities for the elections in both states. Also,
the LTOs observed consistent voter education efforts and information across the two states
by INEC, CSOs, and some religious/faith-based organisations. Observers reported a low level
of voter education engagements by political parties in the first months of the pre-election
observation, the concerns and observations were shared by civil society organisations in the
states. The two major negative highlights in the pre-election period were voter inducements
and some incidences of election violence. WTV LTOs observed desperation of political actors,
and the activities of cultists and political thugs in the states.
2.1 Major Trends in the Pre-election Period
Election Administration
INEC Preparatory Activities:
As the institution saddled with the legal mandate of conducting elections, the Independent
National Electoral Commission (INEC) employed an active engagement in the pre-election
environment in the run-up to the governorship elections in Ekiti and Osun states. The
commission specifically set forth 14 item timelines to guide its operations. By the end of the
elections for both states, the Commission successfully implemented all the activities in the
election timetable and schedule of activities. Across all the pre-election reporting periods, WTV
long-term observers (LTOs) heard and witnessed preparatory activities carried out by INEC
across all the 16 and 30 LGAs in Ekiti and Osun States respectively. These pre-election activities
include the Continuous Voter Registration (CVR), the Display Claims and Objections exercise,
distribution of voter registers to political parties, recruitment and training of polling officials,
and deployment of non-sensitive materials. In addition, the commission conducted a mock
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accreditation/stress-test to assess the effectiveness of the BVAS in both Ekiti and Osun State.
The exercise was held on May 30, at 12 locations in Ekiti state. This was replicated on July 4, 2022
in 12 locations in Osun state as well. Worthy of note is that the exercise in both states received
little or no publicity.
During the CVR process, INEC registered 124,963 voters in Ekiti state, though 47, 633 voters were
de-registered after the clean up using the Automated Biometric Identification System (ABIS).
While in Osun state, 268,661 voters were registered and 88,630 were deleted after the clean up.
The final list of registered voters containing details of 988, 923 voters in Ekiti was released to
the political parties and the public on May 18, 2022. Whilst the one for Osun was released to the
political parties and public on July 16, 2022, having 1,955,657 registered voters. Yiaga Africa also
observed and reported INEC’s consistent engagement with electoral stakeholders, including
the media and CSO community.
Pre-Election logistics and Deployment of Materials
The WTV observation recorded a significant improvement in the management of election
logistics as compared to the FCT area council election. This, however, was postulated to be
as a result of the intervention of the traditional institutions, in the contractual agreement
with the Transport Workers and the commission. On the other hand, the public declaration of
the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) Governor, Godwin Emefiele to vie for the presidential ticket
under the All Progressives Congress (APC) and the public outcry, made INEC change its policy
on deployment of election day-sensitive materials through the CBN. Though stakeholders
applauded INEC’s decision to refrain from storing sensitive materials at the CBN, this shift in
protocol placed a huge responsibility on INEC, ensuring the safety and security of sensitive
materials as well as effective deployment to LGAs and Registration Centres.
Voters Allocation to the New Polling Units:
INEC had in 2021 created additional 56, 872 polling units, bringing the total number of polling
units in the country to 176, 846. Ekiti and Osun states had 250 and 563 new polling units
respectively. While this effort is intended at easing election administration and at increasing
access to polling units. There are concerns of imbalance in voter distribution to these polling
units.
Ekiti state specifically has 250 new polling units, which increased the number of polling units
in the state from 2,195 to 2,445. Based on the INEC’s official polling units for state, 226 polling
units had over 750 registered voters and 72 polling units had over 1000 registered voters. There
were 11 polling units in Ekiti with 2000 or more registered voters and a polling unit with 3,429
registered voters. The WTV observation findings also revealed lack of public information on the

new polling unit’s location and the distribution of voters to these polling units. This became a
concern in the build up to the election, as it could lead to a shortfall in the number of polling
officials, and overcrowding in some polling units, on election day.
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In Osun state, 563 polling units were added, increasing the number of polling units from 3,010
to 3,673. Like Ekiti state, Osun had the challenges of overcrowded polling units. There were 870
polling units with 750 or more registered voters, 255 polling units with 1000 or more polling
units, and 9 polling units with 2000 or more polling units. The state also had a polling unit
with 3,001 registered voters. Though the rationale behind the expansion of these polling units
is germane, the outcome may not address the prevailing challenge- overcrowding of polling
units. Oversized polling units may pose a logistical challenge on election day. It is, therefore,
imperative for INEC to revisit the expansion of voter access to polling units in order to achieve
the desired outcome of the creation of new polling units.
Voter Education/Information Campaigns by INEC, NOA, and CSOs
Yiaga Africa observed a robust and consistent voter education and information campaigns
by stakeholders throughout the pre-election reporting periods in Ekiti and Osun States.
Stakeholders deployed multiple communication channels to provide information on the
electoral process. Voter education was predominantly conducted by INEC and CSOs, as well as
NOA in some cases. All stakeholders utilised radio and TV jingles and programs. Yiaga Africa’s
WTV Hour was also one of the flagship voter education radio programs. It featured guests from
CSOs communities, security agencies such as the Nigerian Police and the Civil Defence Corps,
and INEC and NOA.
In Ekiti state, Yiaga Africa WTV LTOs documented and reported visible voter education/
information by INEC, NOA and some CSOs. The vast majority of the voter education efforts were
conducted through mediums such as workshops with specific voter sensitization programs,
posters, social media, jingles, and Television and radio programs. Most of the contents were on
the collection of permanent voters’ cards, the election day voting process, and the need for a
peaceful and violence-free election. The findings throughout the reporting periods indicated
that there were specific voter information/education messages targeted at women, youth
and Person Living with Disabilities (PWD) as observed across all the 16 LGA. Ekiti recorded an
increased level of voter education and information campaigns in the two weeks preceding the
election, only Odo-Otin and Ola-Oluwa LGAs reported not witnessing or hearing of any voter
education/information activities by INEC, NOA or CSOs.
In Osun state as well, there were consistent voter education campaigns by INEC, National
Orientation Agency (NOA) and Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) although these efforts were
sparsely observed across the LGAs in some of the reporting periods but were more intense
as the election day drew nearer. Reports received from 28 LGAs in Osun revealed that CSOs,
INEC and NOA sensitised the public on the need to collect their permanent voters’ cards and
the need to vote in the July 16 elections respectively. Specifically, some of these stakeholders
provided information on the new voting procedures to be adopted in the current election, as
contained in the new 2022 Electoral Act and Guidelines on Election. WTV findings showed that
INEC, NOA and CSOs expanded voter education to more LGAs in the week of the election. Voter
education activities by these stakeholders were conducted via physical citizens’ engagement,
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television, radio and social media platforms.
Campaign Activities by Political Parties
WTV LTOs monitored political parties’ activities such as party campaigns/rallies, presence of
candidates’ posters/billboards, door-to-door campaigns, market shows and media adverts.
While Yiaga Africa’s pre-election observation efforts track the activities of all political parties
that are contesting the election, however, the APC and PDP dominated the political campaign
scene.
In Ekiti,
Political campaigns for the 2022 Governorship election is not as fierce as observed during
the 2018 polls as political heavyweights either took the backstage or prioritised other political
activities. Basically, both Former Governor Ayodele Fayose and Incumbent Governor Kayode
Fayemi seem to have prioritised their respective political party primaries at the National level
with the latter aspiring for the APC Presidential ticket for the 2023 general elections. However,
Yiaga Africa’s pre-election observation indicated that “door-to-door” campaigns were the
strategy and preferred style of the campaign for candidates/parties as they moved from street
to street, “door to door” engaging with prospective eligible voters. This according to further
findings revealed that politicians canvassing for votes devised closed campaigns to induce
eligible voters with money and food items. In addition, candidates/parties also made use of
limited media adverts and jingles on the TV and Radio and a few party campaign rallies. There
were higher and more intense political campaigns by the APC, PDP and SDP across the 16 LGAs.
The Accord Party was sparsely visible in some LGAs. LTOs indicated that campaigns by the
Accord Party were mostly observed in Ado Ekiti, Irepodun/Ifelodun, Moba and Oye LGAs of the
state.
In Osun
The political campaign scene in Osun was dominated by two major political parties; the
APC and PDP with the latter running its campaign with the toga of reclaiming its stolen 2018
mandate. The campaign period was intense with the Accord Party, Labour Party also showed
some efforts to get the support and votes of the Osun voters. In the week leading to the election,
WTV observers witnessed intense campaigns conducted by the Accord party, All Progressives
Congress (APC), Labour Party, Peoples Democratic Party (PDP), Social Democratic Party (SDP)
and Young Progressive Party (YPP). In 28 or 93% of LGAs, Yiaga Africa observed the conduct of
PDP and APC rallies. While in 19 or 63% of LGAs, an Accord Party (A) rally was observed. For the
Young Progressive Party (YPP), its rally was observed in 13 or 43% of LGAs.
Through the reporting periods, the campaigns were not completely insulated from other
negative indices that were seen in the past elections in the states. They were not completely
issue-based as the political parties and the candidates matched strengths in various facets
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like political thuggery and voter inducement.
The parties and candidates knowingly or unknowingly incited their supporters which set the
stage for a fierce political contest. One of the candidates for instance made a public boast that
he had returned to the state with pounds and dollars while the other party chieftain was seen
urging his campaign team to devise every legal means possible to win the election.
Critical Incidents and Indicators for Election Violence
In the days leading to the Governorship elections, the atmosphere remained tense with reports,
accusations and counter-accusations of physical attacks targeted at candidates and their
supporters. Also, the increasing activities of political thugs and cultists in the state remained
an important threat to the safety of personnel, materials, and citizens on election day. The
following issues largely constituted critical incidents going into the elections.
Activities of Cult Groups:
In Osun,
The activities of various cult groups were largely pronounced especially in Osun where the violent
groups were apparently loyal to one political party or the other. This no doubt contributed to the
tense atmosphere leading to the elections. Between July 6 and July 13, Yiaga Africa observers
reported intra-cult clashes precipitated by power tussle in various cult groups alleged to be
affiliated with the PDP in Gbemu Area/Isale Osun in Osogbo LGA. Furthermore, Yiaga Africa
received reports of cult groups assembling small arms and light weapons ahead of the election.
In Ilesa East and Ilesa West LGAs, the cult group known as Afiri Enibaa Boys were reported to
be demanding pay-outs from the APC & PDP and threatening to disrupt the conduct of the
elections in these LGAs. Also, Yiaga Africa received a report from the Ojo-Oba area in Ifelodun
of a clash after the Labour Party candidate gave his supporters money at campaign activity.
As a result of the fracas, some people sustained severe injuries due to attacks using machetes.
As reported by Yiaga Africa WTV LTO, cases of vandalization and destruction of posters and
billboards of APC & PDP candidates occurred in Ogo-Oluwa Area and the Olaiya Axis in Osogbo
LGA. Yiaga Africa also received a report of an attack by unknown persons on the Labour Party
candidate at his home in Ilobu in Irepodun LGA.
Corrupt INEC Officials:
The activities of corrupt INEC officials especially at the point of PVC collection was observed
in both Ekiti and Osun state where ad-hoc staff were either being bribed to give undue favour
in PVC Collection process or caught conniving with political parties to sell PVCs. For instance,
during the voter registration process at the INEC office in Ise/Orun LGA of Ekiti State, WTV LTO
witnessed some INEC officials fast-tracking the PVC collection process for those who can pay
the sum of N500, while others are left unattended for hours or told to come back the day after to
collect their PVCs. On the other hand, in Osun, a report was received of an INEC staff attempting
to sell PVCs of eligible voters to political party agents. The news erupted when unsuspecting
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residents visited the INEC LGA office at Atakunmosa west to collect their PVCs but were told by
the supervisor in charge that their PVCs were missing. The incident was further escalated with
the official reportedly arrested with no further information about the incident.
Voter Inducement:
The menace of vote buying is gradually blurring the marked process made in Nigeria’s electoral
process with elections seemingly determined by the highest bidder. This is gradually leading
to the decline in the legitimacy of the political mandate as the social contract between
citizens and government is becoming transactional rather than a relationship based on trust,
accountability, and demand for good governance. Vote buying in no small way impacted on
the quality of both Ekiti and Osun elections as the menace was rife across virtually all Local
Government Areas of the states.
Ekiti
The distribution of money, gifts and food items to induce voters by political parties and
candidates featured throughout the pre-election campaign period as observed and reported
by Yiaga Africa’s LTOs. WTV LTOs reported that palliatives in all forms of voter inducement like
offering free fuel for okada riders, money as high as N20,000 in some cases were given to people
during town hall meetings, sewing machines, generators, motorcycles were distributed by the
APC, PDP & SDP in Efon, Ekiti South West, Ekiti West, Gbonyin, Ido/Osi, Ijero Ikere and Ilejemeje
LGA. What is perceived to be an offshoot of the “door to door” is the susceptibility of citizens to
voter inducement, it was reported that on-the-spot transfers of up to N10, 000 were processed
by those carrying out their “door to door” campaigns.

Osun
Voter inducement was a recurring feature throughout Yiaga Africa’s WTV pre-election
observation reporting from April to July 2022. Specifically, in the 4th reporting period, more
events associated with voter inducement were reported by the LTOs in Ife Central, Ife North,
Ifedayo, Ilesa West and Odo-Otin LGAs. Specifically, food items such as Garri and Beans were
seen distributed to people as a campaign strategy in these LGAs. In the 5th pre-election
reporting period, voter inducement was reported by the Long Term Observers in Egbedore,
Iwo, Orolu, Ifedayo, Irepodun and Ede North LGAs. Specifically, food items and livestock were
distributed to people as a campaign strategy employed by political parties.
Physical Violence Attack on Political Party Campaign Rallies:
Nigeria’s pre-election environment has consistently been characterised by violence and attacks
on political campaigns and the Ekiti and Osun elections were not immune from the menace.
These critical incidents were usually perpetrated by political thugs, cultists and sometimes
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political supporters. For instance, a report of physical violence was received in Ayetoro town,
Ido-Osi LGA of Ekiti state which led to the deployment of police to the town to address the issue.
Similarly, Long Term Observers reported an attack on the SDP campaign rally in Efon LGA of the
state in March 2022. The political thugs attacked and disrupted the political campaign of the
SDP candidate contesting WTV observers gathered that the SDP rally attracted a large crowd
that amazed the people in communities in Efon and as a result, the APC thugs/party members
attacked the rally, inflicting injuries on people using cutlass and stones. It was reported that
the thugs tried to collect the ammunition from an NSCDC Official, but he resisted and fought
them off.
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Images from Yiaga Africa’s Election Day Observation Exercise in Ekiti and Osun State
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Election Day
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Yiaga Africa mobilised and deployed over 1,103 citizen observers for the June and July
governorship elections in Ekiti and Osun states, of these 500 were polling unit observers in Ekiti,
and 16 deployed to the LGA results collation centres while 25 served as roving observers. In
Osun, 500 served as polling units as observers, 30 deployed to the LGA collation centres and 32
served as roving observers. Yiaga Africa employed a systematic approach to data collection
and analysis through the use of a standardised checklist to gather information on the quality
of the process from across all LGAs and sampled polling units where the governorship election
took place. The comprehensive deployment for the election allowed Yiaga Africa to provide
timely and precise information on the process of voting, counting and announcement of results
at the polling stations.
Yiaga Africa WTV deployed 500 PVT observers each to a representative random sample of
polling stations located in all the 16 and 30 LGAs in Ekiti and Osun, respectively. The 1,000 trained
citizen observers who were duly accredited by INEC arrived at their assigned polling units from
7:30 am, they remained at the polling units until the end of voting and the announcement of
official presidential results in those polling units. They observed the processes of setting up
polling stations, opening, accreditation and voting, counting procedures, and announcement
of results. Observers send in their reports at designated times via coded text messages to Yiaga
Africa’s data centre. In addition to deploying stationary observers, Yiaga Africa WTV deployed
25 and 32 roving observers in both states, they observed the electoral environment between
polling units and reported any observed critical incidents to Yiaga’s data centre. As part of the
efforts to provide comprehensive assessments of the elections, Yiaga Africa also deployed its
citizen observers to the LGA collation centres in Ekiti and Osun.
3.1 Midday Situational Findings
Yiaga Africa’s election day situational report provided highlights of findings set up of polling
units, arrival of polling officials, presence of essential electoral materials, presence of security
officials and party agents. WTV Preliminary statement was issued at mid day and was based
on verified reports from 246 of 250 sampled polling units in Ekiti state and 242 of 250 sampled
polling units in Osun state. The statement also provided information on critical incidents that
may impact the quality of the election.
Yiaga Africa WTV noted the following in its mid-day situational report for Ekiti and Osun:
1.

Early Opening and Start of Polls: Yiaga Africa WTV
observed the early arrival of polling officials and
materials at polling units in both Ekiti and Osun State.
In Ekiti, as of 7:30 am, 75% of INEC officials had arrived
at the polling units, at 8:30 am, 24% of polling units had

commenced accreditation and voting and increased
to 99% by 9:30 am. This is consistent with Yiaga Africa’s
observation findings in the 2018 elections, where officials
had arrived at 78% of polling units by 7:30 am and 91%
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of polling units opened by 9:00 am. In Osun state, as of 7:30 am, 78% of polling units of INEC
officials had arrived at the polling units, at 8:30 am, 41% of polling units had commenced
accreditation and voting and it increased to 96% by 9:30 am. This is also consistent with
Yiaga Africa’s observation findings in the 2018 elections, where 91% of polling units opened
by 9:00 am.
2.

Deployment and Functionality of the BVAS: In the Ekiti and Osun state gubernatorial elections,
Yiaga Africa observed the deployment of the BVAS to all
polling units. In Ekiti state, while the BVAS was deployed in
all observed polling units, in 94% of the observed polling
units, the BVAS functioned properly, however, in 6% of
polling units, the BVAS malfunctioned and it was fixed. In
96% of polling units, the BVAS had zero records for the
total number of accredited voters on the BVAS before
the commencement of the process. In the Osun state
election, Yiaga Africa WTV observed the deployment of
2 BVAS devices per polling unit at 23% of polling units,
the reason being that the vast majority of the polling
units where 2 BVAS were observed had more than 750
registered voters, while across all polling units functioned optimally as 99% of the polling
units, the BVAS was shown to be zero before the commencement of the accreditation and
voting.

3.

Deployment of Party Agents: All Progressives Congress (APC) polling or party agents were
seen at 100% of polling units, Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) at 98% of polling units and
Social Democratic Party (SDP) polling agents were seen at 98% of polling units in the Ekiti
gubernatorial election. However in the Osun state election, an Accord Party Agent was seen
in 23% of polling units, All Progressives Congress (APC) party agents were seen at 99% of
polling units, Labour Party (LP) polling agents were seen at 14% of polling units and Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) at 99% of polling units.

4. Deployment of Assistive Materials and Set up of Polling Unit: In the Ekiti state election, Yiaga
Africa WTV observed that Braille ballot guides were in 61% of polling units, the PWD poster
was seen in 66% of polling units and form 40H (PWD voter information and statistics) was
seen in 76% of polling units. The polling unit was not set up in a location that allows voters
to mark their ballots in secret in 8% of polling units. In Osun, the Braille ballot guides were
observed in 60% of polling units, the PWD poster was seen in 71% of polling units and PWD
voter information and statistics were seen in 79% of polling units.
5. Voter Inducement/Bribery: Yiaga Africa received reports of acts of vote buying perpetrated

by agents of the APC, PDP and SDP in Ekiti, while APC and PDP in Osun in some polling units
of the states. For instance, Ekiti state, in Alowodolu / Ojo - The Apostolic P.S Compound with
PU code 13/09/04/00 in Ijero Ward D of Ijero LGA. Party agents from APC were reportedly
sharing N7,000 to voters who showed how their ballot paper was marked. A similar report
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on vote buying by APC was received from Open Space At Bamitale Along St. Mary’s Road
in Ikere. Also, in Ogidi - in Ipoti Ward A, party agents from PDP and SDP were seen bribing
voters. In Osun state, in PU 003 Opp. Olomu Mosque in Osogbo, PDP party agents were seen
handing out between N2000 and N5000 to induce voters. Also, in Disu Polling Unit 003, ward
7 in Orolu LGA, APC agents were seen distributing N4000 to voters who voted for the party
while PDP party agents were seen distributing N2000 to induce voters
6. Secrecy of the Ballots compromised: Secrecy of the ballot was compromised as people
could see how voters marked the ballots in both states. This incident was reported by Yiaga
Africa WTV observers in Igede Ward II 13-13-06-014 in Irepodun/Ifelodun LGA, Ekiti state as
party agents for the APC, PDP and SDP clustered around the voting cubicle and saw how
voters marked their ballot papers. In Ward 11, Unit 3, Palace Town Hall (old post office Iree)
in Boripe LGA, Osun state, Yiaga Africa observed voters showing how they mark their ballot
papers to APC party agents before dropping them in the ballot box.
3.2. Election Day Process Findings
For Ekiti, the election day process finders are based on reports received and processed reports
from 245 to 250 (98%) sampled polling units and WTV mobile observers across the 16 LGAs
of the State. For Osun, the statement was based on reports received from 247 to 250 (98%)
sampled polling units and WTV mobile observers across the 30 LGAs.
Yiaga Africa Watching the Vote Findings on the Election Process
1.

Early Opening and Early Start of Polls: In Ekiti,
Yiaga Africa WTV observed the early arrival of
polling officials and materials at polling units
across the state. As of 7:30 am, Yiaga Africa
WTV observers reported that INEC officials had
arrived at 75% of polling units. By 8:30 am, 23%
of polling units had commenced accreditation
and voting. This, however, increased to 99% by
10:30 am. This is consistent with Yiaga Africa’s
observation findings in the 2018 elections, where
officials had arrived at 78% of polling units by
7:30 am and 91% of polling units opened by 9:00
am. In Osun Yiaga Africa WTV observed the early
arrival of polling officials and materials at polling
units across the State. As of 7:30 am, Yiaga Africa
WTV observers reported that INEC officials had arrived at 78% of polling units. By 8:30 am,
41% of polling units had commenced accreditation and voting. By 9:00 am 89% of polling
units had commenced accreditation and voting. This, however, increased to 96% by 9:30
am. This is consistent with Yiaga Africa’s observation findings in the 2018 elections, where
91% of polling units opened by 9:00 am.
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2. Deployment of the Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS): Yiaga Africa observed
the deployment of the BVAS to all polling units in Ekiti State. In 92% of polling units, the BVAS
functioned properly. However, in 8% of polling units, the BVAS malfunctioned, and it was fixed.
In 96% of polling units, the BVAS had zero records for the total number of accredited voters
on the BVAS before the commencement of the process. In 34% of polling units, some voters
were refused accreditation because the BVAS did not verify their PVC or authenticate their
fingerprints or facial biometrics. While in Osun State Yiaga Africa observed the deployment
of the BVAS across the polling units visited. At 23% of polling units, Yiaga Africa observed the
deployment of 2 BVAS devices per polling unit. Most of these polling units where 2 BVAS were
present had more than 750 registered voters. In 92% of polling units, the BVAS functioned
properly. However, in 7% of polling units, the BVAS malfunctioned, and it was fixed and in 1%
of the polling units, it malfunctioned and was replaced.
3. Deployment of INEC Officials, Security Agents and Party Agents: For Ekiti State, Yiaga
Africa observed the deployment of polling officials, 96% of polling units had more than three
polling officials present, and 55% of polling units had at least two female polling officials
present while 40% of the presiding officers were women. Yiaga Africa notes that some
polling units with high numbers of registered voters
had more than 4 polling officials. All Progressives
Congress (APC) polling or party agents were seen at
100% of polling units, Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
were seen at 98% of polling units and Social Democratic
Party (SDP) polling agents were seen at 98% of polling
units. Security forces were observed at 99% of polling
units. In 90% of the polling units, they were professional
and non-partisan. While in Osun State, 93% of polling
units had more than three polling officials present,
and 61% of polling units had at least two female polling
officials present while 45% of the presiding officers
were women. The Party agents of the All Progressives
Congress (APC) and the Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) were seen at 99% of polling units. Security forces were observed at 98% of polling
units. In 97% of the polling units, they were professional and non-partisan.
4. Considerations for persons with disabilities: Yiaga Africa observed the deployment of
assistive materials and set up of polling units in Ekiti State. Yiaga Africa received reports
that the braille ballot guides were observed in 61% of polling units, the poster with written
instructions on how to vote was seen in 66% of polling units and form EC 40H (PWD voter
information and statistics) was seen in 76% of polling units. For Osun, Yiaga Africa received
reports that the braille ballot guides were observed in 60% of polling units, the poster with
written instructions on how to vote was seen in 71% of polling units and form EC 40H (PWD
voter information and statistics) was seen in 79% of polling units.
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5. Upholding the Secrecy of Ballots and Attempts to Influence Polling Officials: In Ekiti State,
Yiaga Africa received reports that at 92% of polling units were set up so no one could see
how the voters marked their ballot papers, however in 8% of polling units, it was possible to
see how a voter’s ballot paper was marked when it was put in the ballot box at some point
throughout the day. At 22% of polling units, polling officials were crowded by voters. In 23%
of polling units, party agents were seen within two metres of the voting cubicle of the ballot
box. In 20% of polling units, party agents attempted to influence voters and polling officials.
While in Osun State, 93% of polling units were set up so no one could see how the voters
marked their ballot papers. Nevertheless, in 7% of polling units, it was possible to see how a
voter’s ballot paper was marked when it was put in the ballot box at some point throughout
the day. Voters crowded the polling officials in 21% of polling units. In 37% of polling units,
party agents were seen within two metres of the voting cubicle of the ballot box. In 19% of
polling units, party agents attempted to influence voters and polling officials.
6. Polling Units Level Results Transmission: For Ekiti State, Yiaga Africa received reports that
at 80% of polling units, the presiding officer used the BVAS to scan/take a snapshot of the
results sheet (Form EC 8A). In 83% of polling units, the presiding officer used the BVAS to
scan/take a snapshot of the results sheet (Form EC 8A) in Osun State.

Critical Incidents Reports
Yiaga Africa received and confirmed critical incident reports from its WTV observers in both
states. The incident reports capture instances of infractions that could undermine the electoral
process. These included:
1.

Voter Inducement/Bribery: In Ekiti State, vote buying was reported by WTV observers in
Alowodolu / Ojo - The Apostolic P.S Compound with PU code 13/09/04/00 in Ijero Ward D of
Ijero LGA. Party agents from APC were reportedly sharing N7,000 to voters who showed how
their ballot paper was marked. A similar report on vote-buying by APC was received from
Open Space At Bamitale Along St. Mary’s Road in Ikere. Also, in Ogidi - in Ipoti Ward A, party
agents from PDP and SDP were seen bribing voters. At C. A. C. Gramm. Sch. / Ola Oluwa II
with PU code 014 in Ado-Ekiti, APC party agent was also reportedly giving N5,000 to voters
who confirmed they had voted for the party.
While in Osun State, Yiaga Africa received reports of acts of vote buying perpetrated by
agents of the APC and PDP in some polling units. For instance, PU 009, Akinlalu Commercial
Grammar School, Ward 01 in Ife North. The party agents strategically positioned themselves
by the voting cubicle to see how voters marked their ballots. In PU 003 Opp. At Olomu
Mosque in Osogbo, PDP party agents were seen handing out between N2000 and N5000
to induce voters. Also, in Disu Polling Unit 003, ward 7 in Orolu LGA, APC agents were seen
distributing N4000 to voters who voted for the party while PDP party agents were seen
distributing N2000 to induce voters.
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2. Secrecy of the Ballot Compromised: In Ekiti State, the secrecy of the ballot was compromised
as people could see how voters marked the ballots in Igede Ward II 13/13/06/014 in Irepodun/
Ifelodun LGA. Party agents for the APC, PDP and SDP clustered around the voting cubicle and
saw how voters marked their ballot papers. While in Osun State, in Ward 11, Unit 3, Palace
Town Hall (old post office Iree) in Boripe, Yiaga Africa observed voters showing how they
mark their ballot papers to APC party agents before dropping them in the ballot box.
3. Voters’ Names Not Found on the BVAS: In Ekiti, Yiaga Africa received and verified three
reports of missing names of registered voters on the BVAS. The voters were prevented
from voting despite holding INEC-issued PVCs. Upon further investigation, Yiaga Africa
discovered the voters were allocated to new polling units but INEC failed to communicate
the reallocation to the voters, and neither did the Commission update the voter records on
the online portal for voter status verification.
4. Ballot Box Snatching: Yiaga Africa received reports of ballot box snatching in two polling
units with codes 13/05/06/005 and 007 in Ilawe Ward IV, near St. Patrick’s School in Ekiti.
5. Failure of Polling Officials to Use BVAS for Accreditation: Yiaga Africa received a report
from Ilabo in Ire ward II, Front of Fagbemigun’s House with PU Code 016 of Oye LGA of Ekiti, that
polling officials failed to use the BVAS to verify voters’ fingerprints or for facial recognition.
This led to the disruption of the process by aggrieved party agents.
6. Suspension of Counting: WTV Observers in PU 006, Ward 7, Saint Paul’s primary school,
Ise/Orun LGA in Ekiti State, reported that at the end of sorting and counting, there were
discrepancies with the outcome as the total votes cast did not tally with the number of
accredited voters. This led to the disruption of the process by aggrieved party agents.
7. BVAS Malfunctioned: In Ife North LGA in Osun, PU 001 at St. Raphael Primary School Toro, the
BVAS malfunctioned at about 11 am. A request was made for a replacement which came
at 3:30 pm.
8. Voter Intimidation: At Open Space-Under Tree, Ojude Oke, PU 010, Iragbiji Ward 4, Boripe LGA
in Osun, Thugs associated with the APC threatened to stab any voter who did not vote for
the APC. The voters however insisted on casting their votes for the candidate of their choice.
Yiaga Africa also received a report from Ogbagba Village, Ward 11, Pu 013 of a thug/cultist
affiliated with the PDP coming to disrupt the process. Also, in Alagbede Compound beside
Baptist Pry. School, Ward 05, Unit 007, part agents from APC & PDP were seen intimidating
the elderly who were at the polling units to cast their vote.
3.3 What the Parallel Vote Tabulation (PVT) says
In the Ekiti and Osun state gubernatorial elections, the Yiaga Africa WTV PVT sample of polling
units was drawn according to well-established statistical principles and is truly representative
of all of the polling units because the percentage of sampled polling units for each LGA is
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similar to the percentage of all polling units for each LGA. For example, Ado-Ekiti LGA has 14.1
% of all the polling units in Ekiti (344 of 2,445) and 14.0% (35 of 250) of the sampled polling
units are in Ado-Ekiti LGA; likewise, Ife Central LGA has 5.7% of all the polling units in Osun (215
of 3,763) and 6.0% (15 of 250) of the sampled polling units are in Ife Central LGA. While not
identical, the percentages for every LGA are very close, clearly demonstrating that the PVT
sample is representative of the entire state.
3.3.1. Result verification.
Ekiti
For the 2022 EKITI state Governorship elections, Yiaga Africa received, verified and analyzed
observed reports from 98% (245 of 250) of sampled polling units. These observers arrived at
their assigned polling units at 7:30 am and remained there throughout voting and counting
until the results for the elections for the entire polling units were announced and posted. As
part of the PVT, observers reported the official results as announced by the election officials for
sampled polling units via coded text messages using their mobile phones.
In line with the commitment to and mantra to verify the electron results if the process leading
to the outcome is not flawed, having received and verified observer reports from substantial
sample points, Yiaga Africa verified the Ekiti governorship election results.
Of the major political parties that got the most votes in the election, Yiaga Africa’s statistical
analysis shows that the All Progressives Congress (APC) should receive between 50.5% and
54.1% of the vote, Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) should receive between 19.0% and 22.4% of
the vote, Social Democratic Party (PDP) should receive between 20.4% and 24.6% of the vote,
while no other political party should receive more than 5.5% of the vote. The PVT statistical
analysis is based on the number of registered voters and not the number of PVCs collected.
Table 1: Comparison of INEC Official Results for the 16 LGAs with Yiaga Africa WTV PVT
Estimates for Select Political Parties for the 2022 Ekiti Gubernatorial Election
Party

INEC
Official Result

Yiaga Africa WTV PVT estimates
Estimate

Margin of
Error

Match

Estimated Range
Lower Limit Upper Limit

APC

53.2%

52.3%

±1.8%

50.5%

54.1%

PDP

19.2%

20.7%

±1.7%

19.0%

22.4%

SDP

23.3%

22.5%

±2.1%

20.4%

24.6%

Note: No other party received more than 5.5% of the vote share

Source Yiaga Africa WTV Ekiti 2022
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INEC official results for the 2022 Ekiti state governorship election is consistent with Yiaga Africa’s
WTV estimate (specifically, it falls within the Yiaga Africa’s WTV estimated range). Had the
official results been changed at the ward, LGA or state collation centres, the official results
would not have fallen within the Yiaga Africa WTV estimated ranges. Because the official results
fall within the estimated ranges, candidates, parties, and voters should have confidence the
official results for the Ekiti 2022 gubernatorial election reflect the ballots cast at polling units on
Saturday, June 18.
Turnout Projections
INEC’s turnout and rejected ballots for the 16 LGA released are consistent with Yiaga Africa WTV
PVT estimates. Yiaga Africa is able to estimate that turnout is between 35.7% and 38.7% (37.2%
± 1.5%), while INEC’s official result is 36.47%. Similarly, Yiaga Africa estimates rejected ballots are
between 1.8% and 2.6% (2.2% ± 0.4%) while INEC’s official result is 2.46%.

Osun
Similar to Ekiti, Yiaga Africa was able to verified the results of the 2022 Osun governorship
election. The 2022 Osun state Governorship elections findings was based on reports from
98% (247 of 250) of sampled polling units, Yiaga Africa’s statistical analysis shows that the All
Progressives Congress (APC) should receive between 45.0% and 49.0% of the vote, People’s
Democratic Party (PDP) should receive between 47.8% and 51.8% of the vote, while no other
political party should receive more than 1.3% of the vote. The PVT statistical analysis is based
on the number of registered voters and not on the number of PVCs collected. Yiaga Africa
estimates rejected ballots are between 1.7% and 2.3% while INEC’s official rejected ballot is 2.2%.
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Table 2: Comparison of INEC Official Results for the 30 LGAs with Yiaga Africa WTV PVT
Estimates for Select Political Parties for the 2022 Osun Gubernatorial Election
Party

INEC

Yiaga Africa WTV PVT estimates

Official
Result

Estimate

APC

46.62%

47.0%

PDP

50.14%

49.8%

Margin of
Error

Consistent

Estimated Range
Lower
Limit

Upper
Limit

±2.0%%

45.0%

49.0%

±2.0%%

47.8%

51.8%

Note: No other party received more than 1.3% of the vote share

Source Yiaga Africa WTV Osun 2022

INEC’s official announcement on the votes cast for the 2022 Osun state gubernatorial election
is overall consistent with the Yiaga Africa WTV estimated range (specifically, it falls within the
Yiaga Africa’s WTV estimated range). Had the official results been changed at the ward, LGA
or state collation centres, the official results would not have fallen within the Yiaga Africa WTV
estimated ranges. Because the official results fall within the estimated ranges, candidates,
parties, and voters should have confidence the official results for the Osun 2022 gubernatorial
election reflect the ballots cast at polling units on Saturday, July 16, 2022.
Turnout and the Results Projection
Yiaga Africa’s preliminary estimates indicated that turnout for the Osun gubernatorial election
will be between 40.0% and 43.0% based on official turnout figures collected from the PVT’s
representative statistical sample of polling units across the 30 LGAs in the state. As such, Yiaga
Africa can verify that INEC’s official turnout of 42.09% falls within WTV’s estimated range and
accurately reflects the turnout of voters.

36

When Electoral Reforms Deliver Transparent Elections

Page No

37

When Electoral Reforms Deliver Transparent Elections

Page No

38

Chapter 4:

Recommendation

When Electoral Reforms Deliver Transparent Elections

Page No

National Assembly
1. The National Assembly should expedite actions to pass the National Electoral Offences
Commission bill. This will enable effective arrest and prosecution of violators of the electoral
laws before, during and after the elections.
Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC)
2. INEC needs to revisit voter allocation to polling units especially for the newly created polling
units to ensure equitable distribution of voters, which will reduce congestion and ease
election day administration for the commission.
3. Where the commission assigns polling units to voters, it should update the voter records on
its website and communicate the changes to prevent voter disenfranchisement, especially
to voters who have been assigned to new polling units.
4. The commission should prioritise an audit of the voter register to eliminate duplications
and remove ineligible voters from the register.
5. The Inter-Agency Consultative Committee on Election Security (ICCES) should be expanded
to include anti-graft agencies like the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC)
and the Independent Corrupt Practices and other related Offences Commission (ICPC).
6. INEC should continue to uphold the secrecy of the ballot by ensuring voting cubicles and
ballot boxes are properly positioned in polling units, in a manner that protects citizens votes
and guarantees the secrecy of the ballot.
7. Voter turnout rate should officially be determined by the total number of votes cast in
relation to Permanent Voters Card Collected rather than by the total number of registered
voters.
Security and Anti-Graft Agencies
8. Yiaga Africa calls on the security agencies to be politically neutral, professional and fair in
the discharge of their duties.
9. As the lead agency on election security; Nigerian Police should collaborate with anti-graft
agencies and other security outfits to develop strategic ways to prevent vote buying in the
electoral process.
10. There is a need for security agencies to build an early warning system and commence
mapping of potential trouble spots, especially riverine areas and develop a proactive
security strategy ahead of the next round of elections.
11. The security agencies should impose appropriate sanctions for any form of violation of
Electoral Codes, especially any threat to the right to vote or attempts to buy votes in our
elections.
12. Yiaga Africa commends the EFCC for the arrest of mercenaries deployed by political
parties to buy votes in the Ekiti and Osun elections. We call on the EFCC to ensure diligent
prosecution of individuals caught in the act of vote buying/voter inducement.
Political Parties
13. In view of the toxic campaigns observed in Ekiti and Osun, political parties and their
supporters must invest in issue-based campaigns and desist from divisive and calumnious
campaigns.
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14. Political parties, candidates, and their supporters must refrain from vote-buying and the
related practice of compromising the ballot’s secrecy and undermining the value of the
vote so that the voters are free to vote their preferences.
Media
15. Yiaga Africa calls on the media to remain professional throughout electoral processes and
to report issues accurately, fairly and objectively. They should avoid partisanship and bias
in their coverage.
Civil Society Organizations
16. Yiaga Africa calls on CSOs to increase and coordinate their voter education efforts
that inspire and encourage citizens’ participation, with special regard to targeting the
marginalized groups, (women, youth and persons with disability)
Citizens
17. Citizens should get involved in getting out the vote campaigns in order to increase

participation and voter turnout in future elections.
18. Yiaga Africa urges voters to study and analyse political promises while resisting efforts to
purchase their votes while ensuring they vote according to their preferences on Election
Day.
Development Partners and International Community
19. They should continue to support credible initiatives that promote civic participation and
accountable governance.
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Analysis of Voter Distribution to Polling Units in Ekiti and Osun
For ease of administration and to reduce congestion at the polling units, the commission had maintained
a threshold of 750 voters to a polling unit, and where a polling unit has more than 750 registered voters;
it is then split into voting points. This was consistently observed in all the elections that were conducted
before the creation of additional polling units. However, the upgrade of voting points to polling units and
in some instances, the creation of new polling units was supposed to ensure equitable distribution of
voters to reduce congestion. The analysis of the list of polling units in Ekiti, and Osun revealed that there
are oversized polling units that are still above the threshold of 750 with some having as many as 3000
voters as can be seen in the breakdown below
Polling units status

Ekiti

Osun

Within the Threshold of 750

2219 of 2445

2893 of 3763

Polling units with more than
750 registered voters

226 of 2445

870 of 3763

Polling units with 756 - 999
registered voters

154

615

Polling units with 1000 – 1999
registered voters

61

246

Polling units with 2000 –
2999 registered voters

10

8

Polling units with 3000 and
above registered voters

1

1

Polling Units with 1400 of More Voters in Ekiti
S/N

LGA

RA

PU

DELIMITATION

REGD
VOTERS

1

ADO
EKITI

ADO ‘K’
IRONA

OLA OLUWA GRAMMAR / OLA
OLUWA, ADEWUNMI COMP.

13/01/11/013

3429

2

ADO
EKITI

ADO ‘G’ OKE
ILA

FEDERAL HOUSING
ESTATE, OKE ILA /
FEDERAL HOUSING
ESTATE

13/01/07/002

2897

3

ADO
EKITI

ADO ‘I’
DALLIMORE

OPOPOGBORO COMP. /
SURAJUDEEN SCH. II

13/01/09/021

2781

4

ADO
EKITI

ADO ‘J’
OKESA

SET MANGO AREA / G. R. A. ,
POLICE II

13/01/10/002

2487

5

ADO
EKITI

ADO ‘D’
IJIGBO

ST. MICHEAL PRY. SCH. BK. I /
WATER WKS. AREA I

13/01/04/001

2464

6

ADO
EKITI

ADO ‘K’
IRONA

ADO COMMUNITY
GRAMMAR SCH. /
ADO COMMUNITY
GRAMMAR SCH.
AREA

13/01/11/012

2438

7

ADO
EKITI

ADO ‘K’
IRONA

C. A. C. GRAMM. SCH. / OLA
OLUWA II

13/01/11/014

2288

8

ADO
EKITI

ADO ‘I’
DALLIMORE

IN FRONT OF STATE HOSPITAL /
STATE HOSTIPAL

13/01/09/008

2185

9

ADO
EKITI

ADO ‘I’
DALLIMORE

SURAJUDEEN SCH. /
SURAJUDEEN SCHOOL I

13/01/09/020

2147
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LGA

RA

PU

DELIMITATION

REGD
VOTERS

10

ADO EKITI

ADO ‘M’ FARM
SETTLEMENT

AT AJEBAMIDELE COMP. /
AJEBAMIDELE

13/01/13/008

2089

11

ADO EKITI

ADO ‘J’
OKESA

BETTER LIFE AREA / BASIRI IV

13/01/10/017

2011

12

ADO EKITI

ADO ‘D’
IJIGBO

ST. MICHEAL PRY. SCH. BK.II /
WATER WKS. AREA II

13/01/04/002

1983

13

ADO EKITI

ADO ‘J’
OKESA

IN FRONT OF DELE ILORI’S HOUSE/
BASIRI II

13/01/10/015

1860

14

ADO EKITI

ADO ‘D’
IJIGBO

OPP. MARIA ASUMPTA HOSP. /
UREJE AREA

13/01/04/010

1827

15

ADO EKITI

ADO ‘I’
DALLIMORE

IN FRONT OF AJITADIDUN PRY. SCH.
/ CHIEF OLORA’S COMP. I

13/01/09/006

1721

16

ADO EKITI

ADO ‘B’ INISA

AT ODO ADO GRAMMAR SCH. /
ADO GRAMMAR SCH.

13/01/02/008

1709

17

ADO EKITI

ADO ‘D’
IJIGBO

IN FRONT OF OLUROPORA’S HOUSE
/ OMOLAYO AREA

13/01/04/018

1628

18

ADO EKITI

ADO ‘M’ FARM
SETTLEMENT

AT UNITY SEC. SCH. / ERINFUN /
UNITY SEC. SCH. IREJE

13/01/13/018

1616

19

ADO EKITI

ADO ‘I’
DALLIMORE

AT THE BACK OF
AJITADIDUN PRY. SCH. /
CHIEF OLORA’S COMP. II

13/01/09/007

1523

20

GBONYIN

ILUOMOBA

ST PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
- ARAROMI / IJOKA / OGBON
TITUN / ASA

13/07/09/006

1507

21

EKITI EAST

ILASA I

ST. PAULS PRY. SCH. / EDA ILE

13/03/10/009

1433

22

IKERE

AFAO /
KAJOLA

ADO GARAGE - ILUPEJU SAWMILL

13/10/10/009

1420

23

IREPODUN
/
IFELODUN

IWOROKO

AT ABA IGBIRA - IGBIRA FARM
SETTLEMENT II

13/13/09/003

1420

DELIMITATION

REGD
VOTERS

Polling Units with 1400 of More Voters in Osun
S/N LGA

RA

PU

1

EDE NORTH

ALUSEKERE

OWODE COMM. PRY SCHOOL,

29-07-05004

3,001

2

OLORUNDA

AYETORO

OTAEFUN SETTLEMENT

29-27-08003

2,766
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3

EGBEDORE

OKINNI/
OLORUNS
OGO/
OFATEDO

Y.T.D. PRY. SCHOOL, OKINNI

29-09-10-010

2,575

4

IFE EAST

MODAKEKE II

HOLY SAVIOUR’S PRY. SCHOOL,
OKE TUBU

29-13-09004

2,503

5

OLORUNDA

AYETORO

KOBONGBOGBOE

29-27-08002

2,396

6

EGBEDORE

OKINNI/
OLORUNS
OGO/
OFATEDO

DADA ESTATE OLORUNSOGO

29-09-10-001

2,195

LGA

RA

PU

7

IFE EAST

OKEREWE III

8

IFE EAST

9

S/N

DELIMITATION

REGD
VOTERS

IFELODUN COMM. PRY. SCHOOL,
ONDO ROAD

29-13-06-008

2,110

MODAKEKE III

OGUNSUA GRAM. SCHOOL, ESUYARE

29-13-10-001

2,097

OSOGBO

ATAOJA ‘D’

OGO-OLUWA KITAN I

29-30-04002

2,070

10

IFE EAST

MODAKEKE III

C.A.C PRY. SCHOOL, ONDO ROAD

29-13-10-004

1,965

11

IFE EAST

MOORE

OPA AREA, ILESHA ROAD

29-13-01-010

1,956

12

IFE CENTRAL

IREMO/
AJEBANDE
LE

L.A. PRY. SCHOOL, AJEBAMIDELE

29-11-05-010

1,901

13

IFE EAST

MODAKEKE I

BOOSA MARKET, BOOSA MARKET

29-13-08-006

1,893

14

IREWOLE

IKIRE ‘I’

A.U.D. SCHOOL, ATILE AREA

29-21-09-003

1,869

15

OLORUNDA

AYETORO

TESTING GROUND

29-27-08006

1,861

16

OSOGBO

ATAOJA ‘E’

OKIN STREET BEHIND CAPITAL
HOTEL

29-30-05-019

1,821

17

EDE SOUTH

ALAJUE I

ANUOLU JUNCTION

29-08-04008

1,813

18

EGBEDORE

OKINNI/
OLORUNS
OGO/
OFATEDO

ST. GEORGES R.C.M PRY. SCHOOL,
OFATEDO

29-09-10-006

1,796

19

EGBEDORE

OKINNI/
OLORUNS
OGO/
OFATEDO

DADA ESTATE OLORUNSOGO

29-09-10-002

1,792

20

IFE EAST

OKEREWE I

A.U.D GRAMMAR SCHOOL, ILORO

29-13-04-005

1,776

21

IFE EAST

OKEREWE III

ST. PETERS GRAM. SCHOOL,
ONDO ROAD

29-13-06-001

1,744
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22

OLORUNDA

AYETORO

IRAGBIJI ROAD

29-27-08007

1,728

23

OLORUNDA

AYETORO

AJEWOLE HOUSING ESTATE

29-27-08005

1,725

24

EDE SOUTH

ALAJUE I

OPP. SEVENTH DAY II PRY.
SCHOOL (OPEN SPACE )

29-08-04-010

1,706

25

OLORUNDA

AGOWANDE

SCHOOL OF NURSING

29-27-01-001

1,701

26

IFE EAST

ILODE II

OONI GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL,
OKE-OGBO

29-13-03-006

1,689

27

OLORUNDA

AGOWANDE

OKE ONITEA IREPODUN

29-27-01-008

1,689

28

IFE EAST

MODAKEKE II

CUSTOMARY COURT, OPP.
OGUNSUA’S PALACE

29-13-09-007

1,661

29

IFE NORTH

IPETUMODU II

ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL, OKE-OLA

29-15-07-005

1,657

30

IFE EAST

MODAKEKE III

COMM PRY SCH, OKE-OLA II

29-13-10-010

1,645

31

IFE EAST

MODAKEKE I

COMM. GRAMMAR SCHOOL,
TORO ROAD

29-13-08-005

1,640

32

IFE EAST

MODAKEKE I

R.C.M. IRAYE

29-13-08-001

1,617

S/N

LGA

RA

PU

DELIMITATION

REGD
VOTERS

33

IFELODUN

ISALE/OKE AFO

OKE AFO/HOLY TRINITY
PRY. SCHOOL, IKIRUN

29-14-04-003

1,599

34

BORIPE

OLOTI IRAGBIJI

ST. PETER SCHOOL I ,
IRAGBIJI

29-06-01-001

1,592

35

EGBEDORE

OKINNI/OLORUNS OGO/
OFATEDO

ST. JOHNS’ PR. SCHOOL,
OKINNI

29-09-10-009

1,584

36

IFE EAST

ILODE II

CATHOLIC TECHNICAL
COLLEGE, ILODE

29-13-03-001

1,579

37

IFE EAST

MODAKEKE I

ST. STEPHEN ‘C’ PRY.
SCHOOL, ADEOWO

29-13-08-008

1,574

38

OLORUNDA

AGOWANDE

BACK OF OBELAWO PLASTIC INDUSTRY

29-27-01-013

1,566

39

IFE EAST

MOORE

ORAMFE (OPP. GENERAL
HOSPITAL , 2ND GATE)

29-13-01-006

1,564

40

IFE EAST

ILODE II

LOCAL AUTHORITY
PRY. SCHOOL ILODE,
IFEWARA ROAD

29-13-03-007

1,563

41

BORIPE

COLLEGE/EGBADA ROAD

METHODIST PRYMARY
SCHOOL, IRAGBIJI

29-06-03-001

1,552

42

OLORUNDA

AGOWANDE

K & S. PRY. SCHOOL

29-27-01-005

1,546
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OSOGBO

ATAOJA ‘D’

OPP. 7 UP GBONGAN
ROAD

29-30-04-001

1,545

44

OBOKUN

ESA-OKE

ESA-OKE GRAMMAR
SCHOOL

29-24-07-010

1,540

45

IFE EAST

MODAKEKE I

SALVATION ARMY PRY. AJE
ROAD

29-13-08-004

1,532

46

ORIADE

IKEJI
ARAKEJI/OWENA

SURAJUDEEN PRY.
SCHOOL, OWENA

29-28-07-005

1,520

47

IFE EAST

MODAKEKE II

PRY. HEALTH CENTRE I, OKE
BODE

29-13-09-009

1,518

48

EGBEDORE

OKINNI/OLORUNS OGO/
OFATEDO

ISALE OSUN OFATEDO

29-09-10-005

1,492

49

IFE EAST

MODAKEKE III

OLUKADE ALAPATA

29-13-10-008

1,482

50

OSOGBO

BABA KEKERE

ST. ANDREW PRY. SCHOOL

29-30-11-009

1,482

51

IFE EAST

MODAKEKE II

ST. STEPHEN ‘A’ PRY.
SCHOOL, ITASIN AREA

29-13-09-005

1,472

52

IFELODUN

OKEBA IKIRUN

EWETA/COMUNITY PRY
SCHOOL, EWETA

29-14-07-003

1,468

53

BORIPE

OLOTI IRAGBIJI

L.A. SCHOOL, POPO

29-06-01-002

1,457

54

IFE EAST

MODAKEKE III

AKODI BADA AKARABATA

29-13-10-006

1,454

55

EGBEDORE

IDO-OSUN

IDO-OSUN TOWN HALL
AREA

29-09-04-002

1,449

56

IFE EAST

MODAKEKE I

KAJOLA AREA, KAJOLA

29-13-08-009

1,447

57

IFELODUN

IKIRUN RURAL

D.T.C IKIRUN

29-14-05-006

1,443

S/N

LGA

RA

PU

DELIMITATION

REGD
VOTERS

58

IFE EAST

MODAKEKE I

L.A. PRY. SCHOOL, AMUDA OBA

29-13-08-002

1,432

59

ILESA
EAST

BOLORUNDURO

HOPE GRAMMAR SCHOOL

29-18-10-013

1,414
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June 18, 2022
Mid-Day Situational Statement on the 2022 Ekiti Gubernatorial Election
Saturday June 18, 2022
Delivered at Delight Hotel, Ilawe Road Ado Ekiti, Ekiti State
Introduction
On Saturday, June 18, 2022, Yiaga Africa Watching The Vote (WTV) deployed 500 carefully
trained stationary observers and 25 mobile observers to all the 16 Local Government Areas
(LGAs) in Ekiti State to observe the accreditation and voting process as well as to share reports
on the general conduct of the election and polling unit level results. As noted in Yiaga Africa’s
pre-election statement on June 16, this is the first state-wide election to be conducted by the
Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) under the new Electoral Act 2022. Therefore,
the election presents an opportunity to assess the operational implications of some provisions
of the Electoral Act 2022 and the newly issued INEC guidelines. Other areas of interest include
the deployment and functionality of the Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) for voter
accreditation, the role of the Permanent Voters Card (PVC) in determining the conclusiveness
of the election and the new framework for election results management. Considering the
important role of the data on PVC collection in this election, Yiaga Africa had called on INEC to
publish the final data of PVC collection rate for the election but the commission is yet to make
public the final data of collected PVCs per polling unit.
Yiaga Africa notes a marked improvement in logistics management for the Ekiti 2022
governorship election. The personnel and essential materials such as Voter Register, BVAS,
voting cubicles and ballot box were deployed early in majority of the polling units. However,
some polling units recorded late commencement due to late arrival of polling officials. For
instance, in PU 001, At Camp (Ila Nla)/Itanla, Ward 13, Ado Ekiti the first vote was cast at 10:35
am. Yiaga Africa also observed non-compliance with the election guidelines in some polling
units. According to the INEC guidelines (Section 20(iii)), polling officials were required to tick
the appropriate box against a voters name labelled FA (denoting Failed Accreditation) at the
left margin of the voter’s detail on the register. Yiaga Africa observed that the voter register
deployed to the polling units had no box labelled FA.
Preliminary Findings
Yiaga Africa preliminary statement is based on verified reports from 246 of 250 sampled polling
units. Eleven critical incident reports were received and processed within the same time frame.
The statement provides data on the commencement of polls, availability of election materials
and critical incidents that may impact the quality of the election.
1.

Early Opening of Polls: Yiaga Africa WTV observed early arrival of polling officials and
materials at polling units across the State. As of 7:30 am, Yiaga Africa WTV observers
reported that INEC officials had arrived at 75% of polling units.

2.

Early Start of Polls: By 8:30 am, 24% of polling units had commenced accreditation and
voting. This, however, increased to 99% by 9:30 am. This is consistent with Yiaga Africa’s
observation findings in the 2018 elections, where officials had arrived at 78% of polling units
by 7:30 am and 91% of polling units opened by 9:00 am.

3.

Furthermore, the early commencement is an improvement when compared to the Anambra
2021 gubernatorial election where INEC officials were observed in only 17% of polling units by
7:30 am and accreditation and voting had begun by 9:30 am in 28% of polling units.
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4. Functionality of the BVAS: Yiaga Africa observed the deployment of the BVAS to all polling
units. In 94% of the observed polling units, the BVAS functioned properly, however, in
6% of polling units, the BVAS malfunctioned and it was fixed. In 96% of polling units, the
BVAS had zero records for the total number of accredited voters on the BVAS before the
commencement of the process.
5. Deployment of polling officials: In those polling units where INEC officials and materials
arrived, 96% of polling units had more than three polling officials present, and 55% of polling
units had at least two female polling officials present.
6. Deployment of Party Agents: All Progressives Congress (APC) polling or party agents were
seen at 100% of polling units, Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) at 98% of polling units and
Social Democratic Party (SDP) polling agents were seen at 98% of polling units.
7.

Deployment of Assistive Materials and Set up of Polling Unit: The Braille ballot guides were
observed in 61% of polling units, the PWD poster was seen in 66% of polling units and form
40H (PWD voter information and statistics) was seen in 76% of polling units. The polling unit
was not set up in a location that allows voters to mark their ballots in secret in 8% of polling
units.

Critical Incidents
Yiaga Africa received and verified the following critical incident reports:
1.

Voter Inducement/Bribery: Vote buying was reported by WTV observers in Alowodolu / Ojo
- The Apostolic P.S Compound with PU code 13/09/04/00 in Ijero Ward D of Ijero LGA. Party
agents from APC were reportedly sharing N7,000 to voters who showed how their ballot
paper was marked. A similar report on vote buying by APC was received from Open Space
At Bamitale Along St. Mary’s Road in Ikere. Also, in Ogidi - in Ipoti Ward A, party agents from
PDP and SDP were seen bribing voters. At C. A. C. Gramm. Sch. / Ola Oluwa II with PU code
014 in Ado-Ekiti, APC party agent was also reportedly giving N5000 to voters who confirmed
they had voted for the party.

2.

Polling Unit Not Opened: WTV Observers in Premises of Staff Nur & Pri. School. Balemo, Oke
Ila with PU Code 13/01/07/006 in Ado Ekiti reported that as of 12:00 noon neither INEC officials
nor materials had arrived at the polling unit.

3.

Secrecy of the Ballots compromised: Secrecy of the ballot was compromised as people
could see how voters marked the ballots in Igede Ward II 13-13-06-014 in Irepodun/Ifelodun
LGA. Party agents for the APC, PDP and SDP clustered around the voting cubicle and saw
how voters marked their ballot papers.

4. Voters Names not found on the BVAS: Yiaga Africa also received reports of missing names
of registered voters on the BVAS. The voters were prevented from voting despite holding
INEC issued PVCs.
5. Ballot Box Snatching: Yiaga Africa also received reports of ballot box snatching in two polling
units with codes 13/05/06/005 and 007 in Ilawe Ward IV, near St. Patrick’s School.
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In view of the foregoing, Yiaga Africa WTV makes the following preliminary recommendations:
Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC)
6. To safeguard the transparency of the election results collation and counting process, Yiaga
Africa WTV urges INEC to publish the disaggregated data of the number of PVCs collected
per polling unit before the end of Polls.
7.

INEC should audit the newly created polling units and ensure equitable distribution of voters
tothe polling unit. In cases, where voters have been allotted to new polling units, INEC should
update the voter records on it’s website and communicate the changes to prevent voter
disenfranchisement.

Security Agencies
8. Security agencies should remain professional and non-partisan throughout the voting and
results collation process. The security agencies should impose appropriate sanctions for
any form of violation of the Electoral Act on Election Day, especially any threat to the right
to vote or attempts to buy votes.
Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC)
9. Yiaga Africa commends the EFCC for the arrest of mercenaries deployed by political parties
to buy votes. We call on the EFCC to ensure diligent prosecution of individuals caught in the
act of vote buying/voter inducement.
10. In conclusion, Yiaga Africa commends the good people of Ekiti State for their peaceful
conduct during the voting process. We urge the voters to remain patient and peaceful
through the voting and counting process. Yiaga Africa will provide updates as the voting
process comes to an end and the results collation commences.
Yiaga Africa restates its commitment to sharing accurate data and information on the conduct
of the election and results based on its deployment of the Parallel Vote Tabulation methodology.
If INEC’s official results fall within Yiaga Africa’s estimated rate, then the public, political parties
and candidates should have confidence that the official results reflect the ballots cast at the
polling units; however, if the announced results have been manipulated and do not match the
polling units’ results, Yiaga Africa will expose it.
Watching the Vote is “Driven by Data – For All Nigerians – Beholden to None!”
--- End --Samson Itodo, Executive Director, Yiaga Africa
Ezenwa Nwagwu, Board Member Yiaga Africa
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Process and Results Verification Statement on the 2022 Ekiti Gubernatorial
Election
Sunday, June 18, 2022
Delivered at Delight Hotel, Ado Ekiti

Introduction
For the Saturday, June 18 governorship election in Ekiti state, Yiaga Africa employed the Parallel
Votes Tabulation (PVT) methodology and deployed 500 observers in pairs to a representative
random sample of 250 polling units, 25 mobile observers in all 16 local government areas
(LGAs) and 16 LGA results collation observers. This deployment strategy enabled Yiaga Africa
to provide timely and accurate information on the election day process commencing from
the setup, voter accreditation, voting, and counting and to independently verify the official
results for the Ekiti gubernatorial election as announced by the Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC). The process and results verification statement is based on reports from
245 to 250 (98%) sampled polling units in Ekiti State.
Yiaga Africa commends INEC for the marked improvement in logistics management and the
deployment of the Bimodal Voter Accreditation System (BVAS) for the election. The retinue
of National Commissioners and Resident Electoral Commissioner deployed for the election
improved the quality of oversight and fast-tracked escalation and response to election day
challenges. Yiaga Africa commends civil society groups and media organizations for the
sustained oversight of the electoral process before, during, and after the election.
While polling units generally opened in record time, there were a few polling units that recorded
late commencement due to the late arrival of polling officials. Yiaga Africa had highlighted
its areas of interest in the election to include tracking the deployment and functionality of the
BVAS for voter accreditation, and the use of the Permanent Voters Card (PVC) in determining
the conclusiveness of the election and the new framework for election results management.
Considering the important role of the data on PVC collection in this election, Yiaga Africa had
called on INEC to publish the final data of PVC collection rate ahead of the election; however, the
Commission failed to make public the final data of collected PVCs per polling unit. Yiaga Africa
also observed non-compliance with the election guidelines in some polling units. According
to the INEC guidelines (Section 20(iii)), polling officials were required to tick the appropriate
box against a voter’s name labelled FA (denoting Failed Accreditation) at the left margin of
the voter’s detail on the register. Yiaga Africa observed that the voter register deployed to the
polling units had no box labelled FA.
Key Findings on Election Day Process
Yiaga Africa’s WTV observers monitored accreditation, voting and counting at polling units in
all 16 LGAs. Yiaga Africa received and confirmed 29 critical incidents. The following are key
observations on election day processes. Set up and opening of polling units
1.

Early Opening of Polls: Yiaga Africa WTV observed the early arrival of polling officials and
materials at polling units across the state. As of 7:30 am, Yiaga Africa WTV observers
reported that INEC officials had arrived at 75% of polling units.

2.

Early Start of Polls: By 8:30 am, 23% of polling units had commenced accreditation and
voting. This, however, increased to 99% by 10:30 am. This is consistent with Yiaga Africa’s
observation findings in the 2018 elections, where officials had arrived at 78% of polling units
by 7:30 am and 91% of polling units opened by 9:00 am. Deployment of the Bimodal Voter
Accreditation System (BVAS)

3.

The Functionality of the BVAS: Yiaga Africa observed the deployment of the BVAS to all
polling units. In 92% of polling units, the BVAS functioned properly. However, in 8% of polling
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units, the BVAS malfunctioned and it was fixed.
4. In 96% of polling units, the BVAS had zero records for the total number of accredited voters
on the BVAS before the commencement of the process.
5. In 34% of polling units, some voters were refused accreditation because the BVAS did not
verify their PVC or authenticate their fingerprints or facial biometrics. Deployment of INEC
Officials, Security Agents and Party Agents
6. Deployment of polling officials and women representation: 96% of polling units had more
than three polling officials present, and 55% of polling units had at least two female polling
officials present while 40% of the presiding officers were women. Yiaga Africa notes that
some polling units with high numbers of registered voters had more than 4 polling officials.
7.

Deployment of Party Agents: All Progressives Congress (APC) polling or party agents were
seen at 100% of polling units, Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) were seen at 98% of polling
units and Social Democratic Party (SDP) polling agents were seen at 98% of polling units.

8. Deployment of security personnel: Security forces were observed at 99% of polling units.
In 90% of the polling units, they were professional and non-partisan. Considerations for
persons with disabilities
9. Deployment of Assistive Materials and Set up of Polling Unit: The Braille ballot guides were
observed in 61% of polling units, the poster with written instructions on how to vote was seen
in 66% of polling units and form EC 40H (PWD voter information and statistics) was seen in
76% of polling units.
Critical Incidents Reports
Yiaga Africa received and confirmed 29 critical incident reports from its WTV observers. The
incident reports capture instances of infractions that could undermine the electoral process.
These included:
Voter Inducement/Bribery: Vote buying was reported by WTV observers in Alowodolu / Ojo The Apostolic P.S Compound with PU code 13/09/04/00 in Ijero Ward D of Ijero LGA. Party agents
from APC were reportedly sharing N7,000 to voters who showed how their ballot paper was
marked. A similar report on vote-buying by APC was received from Open Space At Bamitale
Along St. Mary’s Road in Ikere. Also, in Ogidi - in Ipoti Ward A, party agents from PDP and SDP
were seen bribing voters. At C. A. C. Gramm. Sch. / Ola Oluwa II with PU code 014 in Ado-Ekiti,
APC party agent was also reportedly giving N5,000
to
voters who
confirmed
they had
voted for
the
party.
Polling Unit Not Opened: WTV observers in premises of Staff Nur & Pri. School. Balemo, Oke Ila
with PU Code 13/01/07/006 in Ado Ekiti reported that as of 12:00 noon, neither INEC officials nor
materials had arrived at the polling unit.
Secrecy of the Ballot Compromised: Secrecy of the ballot was compromised as people could
see how voters marked the ballots in Igede Ward II 13/13/06/014 in Irepodun/Ifelodun LGA. Party
agents for the APC, PDP and SDP clustered around the voting cubicle and saw how voters
marked their ballot papers.
Voters’ Names Not Found on the BVAS: Yiaga Africa also received and verified three reports of
missing names of registered voters on the BVAS. The voters were prevented from voting despite
holding INEC-issued PVCs. Upon further investigation, Yiaga Africa discovered the voters were
allocated to new polling units but INEC failed to communicate the reallocation to the voters,
and neither did the Commission update the voter records on the online portal for voter status
verification.
Ballot Box Snatching: Yiaga Africa received reports of ballot box snatching in two polling units
with codes 13/05/06/005 and 007 in Ilawe Ward IV, near St. Patrick’s School.
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Failure of Polling Officials to Use BVAS for Accreditation: Yiaga Africa received a report from
Ilabo in Ire ward II, Front of Fagbemigun’s House with PU Code 016 of Oye LGA, that polling
officials failed to use the BVAS to verify voters’ fingerprint or for facial recognition. This led to the
disruption of the process by aggrieved party agents.
Suspension of Counting: WTV Observers in PU 006, Ward 7, Saint Paul’s primary school, Ise/
Orun LGA reported that at the end of sorting and counting, there were discrepancies with the
outcome as the total votes cast did not tally with the number of accredited voters. This led to
the disruption of the process by aggrieved party agents.
Results Verification
Based on reports from 98% (245 of 250) of sampled polling units, Yiaga Africa’s statistical
analysis shows that the All Progressives Congress (APC) should receive between 50.5% and
54.1% of the vote, Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) should receive between 19.0% and 22.4% of
the vote, Social Democratic Party (PDP) should receive between 20.4% and 24.6% of the vote,
while no other political party should receive more than 5.5% of the vote. The PVT statistical
analysis is based on the number of registered voters and not the number of PVCs collected.

INEC
Error

APC

53.2%

52.3%

±1.8%

50.5%

54.1%

PDP

19.2%

20.7%

±1.7%

19.0%

22.4%

SDP

23.3%

22.5%

±2.1%

20.4%

24.6%

Note: No other party received more than 5.5% of the vote share

Source Yiaga Africa WTV Ekiti 2022

INEC official results for the 2022 Ekiti state governorship election is consistent with Yiaga Africa’s
WTV estimate (specifically, it falls within the Yiaga Africa’s WTV estimated range). Had the
official results been changed at the ward, LGA or state collation centres, the official results
would not have fallen within the Yiaga Africa WTV estimated ranges. Because the official results
fall within the estimated ranges, candidates, parties, and voters should have confidence the
official results for the Ekiti 2022 gubernatorial election reflect the ballots cast at polling units on
Saturday, June 18.
It is important to highlight that the counting process at polling units was transparent and
included representatives from the four political parties that received the most votes.
At 100% of polling units, an APC party agent signed the EC.8A results form, at 99% of
polling units a PDP party agent signed the EC.8A results form, at 97% of polling units an
SDP party agent signed the EC.8A results form.
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At 99% of polling units, APC party agents were given a copy of the EC.8A results form. At
97% of polling units, PDP polling agents were given a copy of the EC.8A results form. At
96% of polling units, SDP party agents were given a copy of the EC.8A results form.
At 96% of polling units, the polling official posted the official polling unit results for the
public to see.
Turnout Projections
INEC’s turnout and rejected ballots for the 16 LGA released are consistent with Yiaga Africa WTV
PVT estimates. Yiaga Africa is able to estimate that turnout is between 35.7% and 38.7% (37.2%
± 1.5%), while INEC’s official result is 36.47%. Similarly, Yiaga Africa estimates rejected ballots are
between 1.8% and 2.6% (2.2% ± 0.4%) while INEC’s official result is 2.46%.
Conclusion
Yiaga Africa commends the people of Ekiti for their resilience and commitment to a non-violent
election. We encourage the voters to sustain their participation in the electoral process beyond
the elections by holding political parties and candidates accountable for their campaign
promises.
Yiaga Africa encourages INEC to uphold the principles of transparency by publishing the total
number of PVCs collected in Ekiti on its website. In addition, Yiaga Africa calls on INEC to audit
the newly created polling units and ensure equitable distribution of voters to the polling units.
In cases where voters have been allotted to new polling units, INEC should update the voter
records on its website and communicate the changes to prevent voter disenfranchisement.
Yiaga Africa commends and appreciates the Ewi of Ekiti, His Royal Highness, Rufus Adeyemo for
his interventions in appealing to the moral conscience of the NURTW which may have inspired
the prompt deployment of materials by the NURTW. This royal intervention has contributed in
no small measure to the early commencement of polls and the success of the election.
Yiaga Africa commends the professionalism of the security agents who worked to maintain
peace on Election Day. We commend the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC)
for the arrest of mercenaries deployed by political parties to buy votes. We urge the EFCC and
security agencies to investigate and prosecute all citizens involved in electoral fraud, especially
those involved in vote trading. Yiaga Africa also calls on the security agencies to remain nonpartisan and professional towards the Osun governorship election.
Yiaga Africa would like to thank the many Nigerians across the state who volunteered to
serve as non-partisan WTV citizen observers on behalf of all the people of Ekiti. Yiaga Africa
commends the dedication of the permanent INEC staff in Abuja and Ekiti state who organized
the election and the commitment of the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) members who
served as poll officials. Yiaga Africa would like to thank other sister election observer groups
and the international community for their solidarity and support.
Yiaga Africa, through the WTV initiative is committed to promoting more credible elections by
providing independent information on the conduct of elections and independently verifying
the accuracy of election results.
#WatchingTheVote is For All Nigerians, Beholden to No One, and Driven By Data.
Long live Ekiti state, long live Nigeria.
Thank you.
Samson Itodo, Executive Director, Yiaga Africa
Ezenwa Nwagwu, Board Member Yiaga Africa

54

When Electoral Reforms Deliver Transparent Elections

Page No

Mid-Day Situational Statement on the 2022 Osun Gubernatorial Election
Saturday July 16, 2022
Delivered at LIAM Hotel, Osogbo, Osun State
Introduction
On Saturday, July 16, 2022, Yiaga Africa Watching The Vote (WTV) deployed 500 carefully trained
stationary observers and 32 mobile observers to all the 30 Local Government Areas (LGAs) in
Osun State to observe the accreditation and voting process as well as present its assessment
on the general conduct of the election and credibility of polling unit level results. At the close of
polls, 30 WTV result collation observers will be present in the 30 LGA Result collation centres to
observe the results collation process.
Consistent with our observation in the Ekiti Election, Yiaga Africa notes the significant
improvement in logistics management for the Osun 2022 governorship election. The personnel
and essential materials such as the Voter Register, BVAS, voting cubicles and ballot box were
deployed early in a majority of the polling units. Yiaga Africa also observed the presence of
assistive materials for persons with disability in some polling units and improved set-up of
polling units to enable access for persons with a physical disability.
As noted in Yiaga Africa’s pre-election statement, the imbalance in voter distribution to polling
units has grave implications for voter participation and election day administration. Yiaga
Africa’s analysis of the PU distribution for Osun shows some polling units have registered voters
above 750 threshold of registered voter per polling unit. The redistribution of voters to polling is
priority issue that INEC must address to avert logistical hiccups and voter disenfranchisement.
Yiaga Africa commends INEC for fulfilling its promise to provide the disaggregated number of
PVCs collected by polling units.
Preliminary Findings
Yiaga Africa’s preliminary statement is based on verified reports from 242 of 250 sampled
polling units. The statement provides data on the commencement of polls, availability of
election materials and critical incidents that may impact the quality of the election.
1.

Early Opening of Polls: Yiaga Africa WTV observed the early arrival of polling officials and
materials at polling units across the State. As of 7:30 am, Yiaga Africa WTV observers reported
that INEC officials had arrived at 78% of polling units. By 8:30 am, 41% of polling units had
commenced accreditation and voting. By 9:00am 89% of polling units had commenced
accreditation and voting. This, however, increased to 96% by 9:30 am. This is consistent with
Yiaga Africa’s observation findings in the 2018 elections, where 91% of polling units opened
by 9:00 am.

2.

Deployment and Functionality of the BVAS: Yiaga Africa observed the deployment of the
BVAS across the polling units visited. At 23% of polling units, Yiaga Africa observed the
deployment of 2 BVAS devices per polling unit. The vast majority of these polling units where
2 BVAS were present had more than 750 registered voters. Across most of the observed
polling units, the BVAS functioned optimally.

3.

In 99% of polling units, the BVAS had zero records for the total number of accredited voters
on the BVAS before the commencement of the process.

4. Deployment of polling officials: In those polling units where INEC officials and materials
arrived, 93% of polling units had more than three polling officials present, and 61% had at
least two female polling unit officials present.
5. Deployment of Party Agents: An Accord Party Agent was seen in 23% of polling units. All
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Progressives Congress (APC) party agents were seen at 99% of polling units, Labour Party
(LP) polling agents were seen at 14% of polling units and Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) at
99% of polling units.
6. Deployment of Assistive Materials and Set up of Polling Unit: The Braille ballot guides were
observed in 60% of polling units, the PWD poster was seen in 71% of polling units and PWD
voter information and statistics were seen in 79% of polling units.
7.

Access to polling units: In 29% of polling units, individuals had to climb steps to access the
polling units, which made it difficult for persons with disability.
Critical Incidents
Yiaga Africa received and verified the following critical incident reports:
Voter Inducement/Bribery: Yiaga Africa received reports of acts of vote buying perpetrated
by agents of the APC and PDP in some polling units. For instance, PU 009, Akinlalu Commercial
Grammar School, Ward 01 in Ife North. The party agents strategically positioned themselves
by the voting cubicle to see how voters marked their ballots. In PU 003 Opp. Olomu Mosque
in Osogbo, PDP party agents were seen handing out between N2000 and N5000 to induce
voters. Also, in Disu Polling Unit 003, ward 7 in Orolu LGA, APC agents were seen distributing
N4000 to voters who voted for the party while PDP party agents were seen distributing N2000
to induce voters
1.

Secrecy of the Ballots compromised: In Ward 11, Unit 3, Palace Town Hall (old post office
Iree) in Boripe, Yiaga Africa observed voters showing how they mark their ballot papers to
APC party agents before dropping them in the ballot box.

2.

BVAS Malfunctioned: In Ife North LGA, PU 001 at St. Rapahel primary school Toro, the BVAS
malfunctioned at about 11 am. A request has been made for a replacement and as of 1:
30pm they are yet to get the replacement.

3.

Intimidation of Voters: At Open Space-Under Tree, Ojude Oke, PU 010, Iragbiji Ward 4,
Boripe LGA, Thugs associated with the APC threatened to stab any voter who did not vote
for the APC. The voters however insisted on casting their votes for the candidate of their
choice. Yiaga Africa also received a report from Ogbagba Village, Ward 11, Pu 013 of a
thug/cultist affiliated with the PDP coming to disrupt the process.

In view of the foregoing, Yiaga Africa WTV makes the following preliminary recommendations:
Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC)
1.

INEC should extend the voting time and deploy additional BVAS machines to polling units
with number of registered voters above the threshold of 750 and polling units with late
commencement of accreditation and voting.

2.

INEC should continue to uphold the secrecy of the ballot by ensuring voting cubicles and
ballot boxes are situated to guarantee the secrecy of the ballot.

3.

INEC should audit the newly created polling units and ensure equitable distribution of
voters to the polling unit. In cases where voters have been allotted to new polling units,
INEC should update the voter records on its website and communicate the changes to
prevent voter disenfranchisement.
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Security Agencies
4. The security agencies should impose appropriate sanctions for any form of violation of
the Electoral Act on Election Day, especially any threat to the right to vote or attempts to
buy votes.
5. Yiaga Africa urges to continue to ensure a peaceful process, especially as the voting
process comes to an end and collation begins.
Yiaga Africa commends the good people of Osun State for their peaceful conduct during
the voting process. Yiaga Africa will continue to provide updates on the voting and counting
process and will provide independent verification of the election results as announced by
INEC. Yiaga Africa appeals to INEC, all security agents, political party candidates and their
supporters as well as all Osun people to work together to ensure that the Osun gubernatorial
election is credible and peaceful.
Yiaga Africa restates its commitment to sharing accurate data and information on the
conduct of the election and results based on its deployment of the Parallel Vote Tabulation
methodology. If INEC’s official results fall within Yiaga Africa’s estimated range, then the public,
political parties and candidates should have confidence that the official results reflect the
ballots cast at the polling units; however, if the announced results have been manipulated
and do not match the polling units’ results, Yiaga Africa will expose it.
Watching the Vote is “Driven by Data – For All Nigerians – Beholden to None!”
Hussain Abdu, PhD, Board Chair
Yiaga Africa

Samson Itodo , Executive Director
Yiaga Africa
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